nKTINTTIVE natural features, minaral 

SPRINGS STREAMS. —PIONEER METHODS 

AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS. 


Section III 


From now on we will devote ourselves strictly to the 
limits of Pocahontas County, West Virginia. Prelim¬ 
inary words on the outlines of general history, and 
what was written concerning geological, geographical, 
and climatological features characteristic of the region 
wherein Pocahontas forms a conspicuous feature, were 
all intended to impress ourselves and readers with 

some idea how wonderfullv the lines of habitation had 

*/ 

fallen to our p ioneer ancestors in such a remarkable 

legion, and what a goodly heritage is ours could we 
hut justly appreciate it all. 


B> an act of the \ irginia Legislature at Richmond, 

assembled in 1821, Pocahontas County was formed of 

territory detached from the counties of Bath, Pendleton 

and Randolph aggregating 820 square miles. Colonel 

John Baxter of Stony 

mg about the organization 


C reek was veiw acti\~e in bring- 
count;, ~ - of the new county. Two 

“V™ f ° r ’ ° net0 be named Allegl.a- 
tlie mm,.,, I'. „v' K ' a '" nta3 ' Tlle intention was to name 


tl„ „ lh „ 


of the Alleglmnies, 


lower down “Pocahontas, 


* i 


tahontas county 


nisToR 


V OK uoc 


El 1 




, t .|oric»l 


oversight the intemled names 


'"graphic** portion of ^county, 


is defined 


flie fi c0? ^ 40 minutes to 38 degrees 45 
•ofli * J (k fV from 79 degrees, 35 minutes 


minutes 


fl 


to 80 de- 




i $4 


I 


iiiiiutes 


West Longitude. Approximately, 


jfarl 1Ilton s ^ ^ £ 33 degrees 13 minutes and W. L. 


geographical position is indicated by the 


iiifcrsoctiou ( 

i > 


50 degrees 8 minutes. 


The true meridian station mark 


f'ndstone is located in the courthouse grounds 


11.9 


of 


ll 0 r th-east of courthouse steps. The distant mark, 
. tJl 0 f station mark 957.5 feet on south side of Mar- 


noi 


Uu ' s Mountain. August It), 1898, the magnetic de¬ 


clination was 3 degrees, 31 minutes W. Mean annual 


change 3 seconds approximately. 


Pocahontas is an eastern .border county’ Alleghany 


* 


top being the line between Pocahontas and 


Virginia. 


From the centre of West Virginia Pocahontas county 


is located to the south-east. 


Among 


the distinctive 


features of the north portion of .this county is the fact 


of its being a part of the high 


region where nearly 


every river system of the Virginias find their head 


•springs. The entire county has a 


great elevation, 


801110 of the highest peaks in the State being within its 


limits. Greenbrier River rises in the north highlands 


UI1, 1 for the entire length of the countv 




through 


central portions. Williams River is in the western 


h a, ‘t of the county, and joins the Gauley in Webster 


Cou 


nty. 


In the eastern limits'of the county is Knapps 


* teek, rising in the Alleghany in the vicinity of Frost, 


an< l joins the Greenbrier at Marlinton. This junction 
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of streams, whore the bright waters meet, f 0l ., IIH ^ 
rich alluvial delta where the first com ripened in p ( 
cahontas, and on which Marlinton is building up 
Deer Creek And Sitlingtons Creek from the oast- 
Leatherbark, Warwicks Run, and Clover Creek f,. om 
the west are important tributaries to the Greenbrier in 
north Pocahontas. In central Pocahontas, Thorny 
Creek and Knapps Creek, with its branches Douthards 
and Cochran’s creeks, Cumming’s and Brown's creeks 
from the east; Stony Creek and Swago Creek from the 

p * * * 1 ^ r isf 4 ^ - 1 1 : wW 

west are the main tributaries of the Greenbrier. In 
south Pocahontas, Stamping Creek and Locust Creek, 
and Trough Run from the west, and Beaver Creek, 
Laurel Run, and Spice Run fiom the east are the trib¬ 
utaries of Greenbrier River. 

The Elk region in the northwest is drained by the 

O v 

Old Field Fork, Slaty Fork, and Big Spring Branch of 
Elk River. 

Concerning Knapps Creek, there is an interesting 
tradition to the effect that it derives its name from 
Knapp Gregory, believed to be the person of solitary, 
eccentric habits, who reported to parties in the lower 
Valley of Virginia that he had seen water flowing to¬ 
wards the west, which report led to Marlin and Sew- 
alFs exploration of this region and their locating at 

Marlin’s Bottom, 1749. 

The site of Knapp Gregory’s cabin is near the pub¬ 
lic road about opposite Mr Peter L. Cleek s residence, 
two miles from Driscol. Traces of the fireplace and 
the dimensions of the cabin yet visible. Early *u 

spring the grass appears here more luxuriantly than 


Ill 


™kV of POCAHONTAS COUNTY 53 

ff ISTOK * 

,• for the spot seems to be especi- 

wi cjirher, r . 

, # |,cro <■■>« , observed characteristic of places 

t f^' 6 ’‘have disappeared by gradual decay. 

,', 1 ,ere bM1 . J! or v is reported to have disappeared from 
Kn»PP (,K , mvsteriously. When seen last 


tf' 1,,pP b ...,],letilv and mysteriously. 

, rvook SU<I . _oar tllfi T 


tern 


the V' 00 * H urguit of a deer near the Lockridge fording. 
lie »'* s 1,1 by some that he might have been 

„ we *" pP h;Ie otherg 8U spect that he may have been 

'^ Tnii'd robbed by some suspicious looking charac- 
kli ]|a( ] been seen about the same time, by scouts 

from Augusta County. _ 

y ilHt pocahontas is mountainous and in former years 

Jicavilv timbered with white pine and much other valu¬ 
able timber, and abounds in iron ores. Central Poca¬ 
hontas consists largely of limestone lands, much of it 
is nicely cleared, and cultivated in grains and grasses. 
West Pocahontas has more mountains, vast forests of 
timber of varied valuable kinds, and the indications 
are to the effect that much coal of great commercial 
mine is ready for development. Heretofore this region 


\ 


was called the Wilderness, or Wilds of Pocahontas, 
having been, comparatively speaking, an unbroken and 
wellnigh an impenetrable region. 

Throughout Pocahontas County there is such ah 
abundance of purest, freshest water's as beggars all 
ordinary powers of description. Literally it is a land 
of “springs and fountains,' ’ beyond the dreams of 
poetic diction to portray realistically. Some of these 
springs gushing from the earth, even in midsummer 
show undiminished volume, and with a temperature 
but little above that of iced water. The entire county 


;>4 
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is seemingly underlaid with vast reservoirs, whose di¬ 
mensions puttie the imagination, for from the level 

land as well as from the mountain sides pour forth 
ij,vat springs* many of them with volume sufficient to 

propel water mills. Larger streams thus starting from 

a lull-side sometimes disappear, only * to appear else¬ 
where from some unexpected opening in the earth. Of 

this it is believed that Locust Creek furnishes a notable 

example in its relation to Hills C. reek. 

\mom v the mineral springs for which this countv 

mav soon become famous, mention may be made of the 
Lockridge Spring, near Driscol: the Curry Meadow 
Springs. at Huntersville. James E. A. Gibbs, the 
sewing machine lock-stitch inventor, when a voting man 
in delicate health, was employed to build a barn for 
William Fertig. fortv or tiftv rears ago, a short dis- 

^ | •r % % V. 

ranee below the Curry Spring. While at work be used 

the water because it was convenient to get at. To bis 

grateful surprise his health improved and lie became a 

vigorous person, and yet lives to pay a tribute for what 

this water was the means of doing for the benefit of 
his health. 

Ibe Peter McCarty group or 


head 


Brown's 


reek, four miles from Huntersville: 



or mgs 


three miles 


G reenbrier Rail road 


reek 


>V'nng-House spring near the head of Clover v ... 
i^Prings ha% e a local reputation for remark 

erties to rl^ r n ' T* 1 ? t0 ** analogous in their pro 
Hr I p K r m Hampshire Countv. 

J * B * Wkrid ^ ^ P«*f Mallett. of the V 




r> r» 
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. (<) make a qualitative analysis of the 

giiiin 1 ,uV< ;’rV ' Like the Capon Springs, the Driacol 
prism 1 f0UIU i to contain silicic acid, soda. 

Spring llllS j^" uinei iodine, and carbonic acid, and 
iiiftgn 08111 ’ for bathing and drinking, promising 

< heTe c f0 ( Z -EuMtism, gcmt, dyspepsia, dropsical atfec- 
rcliet and renal troubles. Within the ratlins of 

ri°n> ca |."| )unm0 re are the Moore Blue Sulphur spring, 

magnesia, and chalybeate water. 

Near Edray several mineral springs are known and 
f0r 'J the Warwick sulphur, Duffield 


a i results, such as 


W 


l al vbeate Duncan’s chalybeate, and Smith’s magne- 
C , the west branch of the Indian Draft; Clover 

Lick Salt Spring, Moore’s magnesia Spring, near .Mar- 
,inton - Moore’s alum spring, or as some call it, natur- 

nuiviJ ^ _ /v r_ 


al lemonade spring on Brown’s Creek. On Laurel 
Run, four or five miles, east of Hillsboro, is a remark¬ 
able group of springs, consisting of a fresh water 
spring and a purple sulphur spring welling up from 

the same rock within a radius of a yard or so. The ef¬ 
fects of these springs used to be the wonder of the gos¬ 
sips and wet nurses fifty years ago. 

In the matter of natural scenery Pocahontas County 

can display some charming mountain views from points 
like Droop Mountain Summit, where the Lowisburg 
Pike reaches it and overlooks Hillsboro and vicinity, 
Gibson’s Knob, overlooking Clover Lick, a point from 
which, under favorable conditions of weather and sky, 

House Mountain in Rockbridge and the Peaks of Otter 


:>t? 
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limT t „, discerned. Several yean, ago, about the time 
mnv tin roof was placed on Lexington Court - H„ U8e 
tlu , ) !ltl , William Gibson saw saw the scintillations of 


reflected sunlight. The distance to Lexington is about 
oitrhty miles; Peaks of Otter, one hundred and ten. 
Grassy Knob, near Groenbank; Paddy's Knob, east of 
Frost: Koe Rocks, and Buck Knob, overlooking Mar- 
1 inton, and the High Rocks, overlooking Millpoint 
and vicinity; the "Bend," overlooking Edray; Mount 
Seeall. overlooking the Hills and Knapp’s Creek Val¬ 
ievs: Briery Knob, that looms up so visably in lower 
* ^ 

Pocahontas, all afford prospects to be appreciated must 
be seen and enjoyed. The sunrise prospects challenge 
description worthy of the best endeavors of Ruskin or 
a Maurice Thompson to put in words. 

Some four or live years since two ministers had oc- 
casion to travel over the Drooping Mountain at an 
earlv hour. This mountain overlooks much of south- 
ern Pocahontas and northern Greenbrier, commanding 
an entrancing view of Hillsboro and its charming rural 
surroundings of Groves, fields and orchards. It was 
very misty on the morning referred to, and as the min¬ 
isterial equestrians passed from Hillsboro 

shut off on every side by the dense va- 
p<u \ barriers. They slowly ascended the broad but 
devious road up the mountain side towards the i 
l pon leaching the crest of the mountain the sun was 
11 snllK b°urs high in all its glorious power and 
k ^ ^ l( ^ sal mist had been there ho would have 

! , ^ slm as 51 bridegroom coming out of bis 
mm ,or and rejoicing a 8 a strong man ready to roll 



view 


w 



summit. 



k oOUN tY 

^ tlia vivU'w 

'■' . .. ."'" Ui y e pawed * the 

,|,v *>^'; ' “ho.*» .. V,< a ilook, *»«> tl,n “ WU f 

r" ...nti'"' 1 ' 11 i inti moment Lev more tb*» 

.y:ssr?-?s 

... ,„il 0 H ew*y l - ,a 8nrfa0 e Of til-' 1 HU».-!»• 

.« "" ..ns. Tho vhh n faB like the 

. - i, (not bognn tl ’ .^ boaut,- 

0 lourf ll0 " < ’ . ■ ,, ur o ocean, ft*.< . , gather 

1 theeo White "' lV0H ’ from their radi- 

li pl 11 i„to L>el ° cta1 ’ 0 ' ’ • , will. uamoloss 

fl.on.HoIvcw . oiiclinntiiif? win m 

top* Hj.iw« o* ' a P , H die. huh. And as-one 

beauth* reached opw-H* ^ .* t , 0 draw them 

wold towr above' tl ^ vgaWied in upward v.ew- 
*«* W ' tl ' 'Z .-,r dissolving mist 


a 

on 


un fMhtiB of dissolving .. 

...*• w " 

' . Bhimi , like diamonds on tho grass.— Had 

L* ...... ,h " “r^rT- 

mid have been divested of more than ha <> 

cakablo beauties and suggestive lossons. Sued, a 
cno as was witnessed by those ministerial h it mis on 
rooping Mountain was well fitted to remind thorn, 
id all others who pause, and think upon like nioin 
g scones amid our mountains, of tho fact thut it was 
lieu alone upon a mountain that Elijah saw tho glory 
tlio Lord. It was when alone upon tho mountain 
tin; Lord spoke unto Mosos ns a man spoakoth unto 
8 r * en( h Fhon and there Moses received tin* pmm 
* of final rest. A piously intelligent parson while 
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visiting alone, the mountains of Switzerland, Wroto . 
this manner to friends at home, “It is gcod to \H 
among the mountains alone good for both the m hui 

ami heart." It seems to ho almost universally eonciHh 
od that mountain solitudes are very conducive towards 

developing elevated t\pes of jhty lightly improved. 
By this, however, is not meant that Christians orthos.' 
desiring to be Christians are nearer to heaven, in place 

upon mountain tops than in their homes in the vallevs 
and chambers for secret prayer, though on the mount¬ 
ain tops they be seemingly and impressively nearer the 
blue sky ami its starry gems. When the mind is in a 
devotional receptive mood there is something very con 
g mini between the mountain tops and prayer and spir 
itual glory. 

Where every thing seems to be more or less unique, 
as in Pocahontas, natural curiosities individually do 
not cut much figure, yet special mention may he made 
of the cliffs at the end of Droop Mountain, which hive 
but recently become famous, and will he one of the 
features of touristk entering our county by rail up the 
Greenbrier; the "Ice Chive" of Droop Msuntain. the 
“Cranberry Meadows" west of Hillsboro; the Falls of 
Hills Creek; the Turkey Buzzard C ave, near Mt ^ er 

w r - s * Y " ™ J I 

non, the Black Hole near Linwood, ihe Saltpetre Cave 
at the head of Swago Creek; the Overholt Blowing 


t aw*, surpassing the historic Windy Cove of Oh 
Mill boro in Bath, near McClintic's Mill, four mile 
hem Marlinton; the stone footlog and rock parlor ta 
bh at the head of the Dry Branch of Swago; tin 

Buttermilk Spring on (iaulev, about opposite Gibson' 









5t) 


ms r* 
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; llKl • and “3un Boat Hock," non* 


f th0 „iouutam«; .. — 

. r *i| v 

^pjit H° cK ; (s oav \y and lute made tha working of 
filling tll, ? )iis BOUrC o of subsistence until a compar¬ 
and a j, er iod in the history of our county. As 

^ividy irtt ’ T Ji0 fact t hat corn would ripon at Marlin’s 

. as 1 S 1 ' , „ - , i , 


lute as 
bottom 


enoug 


I, to bo fit for inoal wax nearly a year's 


P° tu (jjn-dons for onions, pursnips, cucumbers, 
' f0 "' kins ami turnips; patches for buckwheat, corn, 
I 11 "" 1 ’ 'Ji potatoes, for many years comprised the 

ost of pioneer farming enterprise m tiro way of sup- 

"lementing their supplies of game and fish. The im- 

Linents used for clearing and cultivating these gar- 
,j en s and truck patches were of home manufacture, and 
for the most part rather rudely constructed, as mere 

makeshifts are apt to be. 

The people were very frequently molested when at 
work, bv the Indians. And on this account the men 
uY.nkl carrv their ffODS with them and have them al- 


carrv 


wavs m r 


read) 


would h< 


on the look out lest cunning scout# in a/nbusli would 
shoot them down while at their endeavor# to win their 


living in the sweat of their faces. 

It being scarcely possible to keep a work horse he- 
^L-e of the raiding Indians, most of the labor of 
fanning had to be done with hoes. In course of time 
when horses and oxen could be kept and naed, plows 

’*ere in demand. TIjc first plows were made entirely 
of seasoned hardwood. A n improvement was made by 
attaching an iron plate to the plowing beam, ^ J0 
shore] plow'* was evolved. 


tiO 
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To siuoot h and pulverize the earth for plantiug, the 

] oe of the harrow was supplied by a ct-abapple true 

'.'•'a blackthorn bush, pressed down by heavy pieces 

wood fastened on by hickory withes or strips of 
leatherbark, and some nice work was done by these 
extemporized harrows. The first harrows that super¬ 
seded the crab and blackthorn, had wooden frames 
shaped like a big A, and the teeth being made of sea¬ 
soned hickory or white oak. 

Th ’3 first scythes that were used to cut the meadows 

were hand-made by the neighborhood blacksmith, and 
were hammered out instead of whetted to put them in 
cutting order. The sneathes were straight sticks, and 
in mowing the mowers were bent into horizontal, semi¬ 
lunar fardel shapes, as if they were looking for holes 
in the ground, or snakes in the grassy weeds. 

For handling hay or grain, forks were made of bi¬ 
furcated saplings of maple or dogwood, carefully peel¬ 
ed and well seasoned. The writer remembers with 
pleasure a dogwood fork presented to him by his fath¬ 
er, and this fork compared with the hickory rod kept 
in pickle for lazy, absent-minded boys, was a thing of 
beauty and the joy of many a summer day in the mead¬ 
ows. It became smooth as ivory, and was the last of 
wooden forks 1 have ever seen used, and the last 

shocks I built with it were in the meadow just above 
the Island, more than fifty years ago. 

hen the pioneers came to need more land than 

10S ’ f 1 ^ would chop three or four acres 

roll : ngwasinoi * der * 

£ 1 oi8 for miles would meet with 


last 


to need more land than 
hop three or four acres 


01 
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history 


assist in putting u]» 


i feast was 


Outside tlie 


nxon to assist m 

. ,j't*This being deno i 

Md-f* h d ,11 returned homeward*. 

( .,,joveil. #' g t0 burn the heaps. 

The nex' tlnn ^ rakcd inwardly to prevent the 

c le»iiug « wllK . - The preferred time for 

*- *—- 

using 1 " 1 ' . rm.~ fliiiio' was tO I 


The first thing was to burn the clear- 


wover rims’ making way with smaller brush, under- 
‘V"’a other “trash." It was an impressive 

2 t o witness as the smoke and flames of the burning 
l,Ls arose like pillars of fire by night, while the men, 
sweaty and sooty, passed among them keeping up the 


tiros. 


Another interesting pioneer social gathering was the 
“raisino* 1 of the dwelling or a barn. ^Nothing pecuni 
ary was expected, simply a return of like service when 
notified. “Huskings" were popular at a certain peri¬ 
od. Jn some communities they would come off in the 

V 

day as a matter of business, not recreation or frolic. 
But the typical 1 ‘husking** was prepared for with some 
elaborate preparation, The ears would he pulled from 
the stalks, husks and all, and placed in ricks. This 
‘‘husking" usually came off on some moon lighted 
flight. A managing “boss" was chosen who arranged 
the men on opposite sides of the rick, and tlie contest 
was who would he the first to break over the crest line, 
binding a red ear was considered good luck and so ev- 
vv )’ ©ar would ho noticed as it was broken off. Who- 
** Ver scored the most red ears was the champion of the 
'husking hoe." While the fathers and sons were thus 
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<;3 


1C* 


Isborously but joyovsly disporting thomsolvos at tl 

corn links, the mothers and daughters were gather^ 
„t tin- house, some cooking, others busy at the “n u il t . 


Ill* 


“ About 10 or 11 o’clock the “husking” and the 
“quilting” were suspended, supper served and then 
came the “hoe down,” wherein heavy stumbling toes 
would be tripped to the notes of a screeching unruly 
violin, such fiddling was called “choking the goose,” 
or when there was no fiddle in evidence some one only 
“patted Juba” about as distinctly as the trotting of a 

horse over a bridge. 

As a rule pioneer festivitios were orderly, yet once 

in a while there would bo a few persons at the liusk- 

ings who prided themselves in being and doing ugly. 

Somewhere about the premises there was some body or 

some thing that they would speak of as “Black Betty.” 

After a few clandestine visits to where “Black Betty” 

was, the consequences would bo that colored Elizabeth 

with her songs, yellings and a few fights would get in 

her work, and thereupon a fistcuff or two would impart 

interest to the gathering, and make the occasion the 

talk of the neighborhood until some other exciting mat¬ 
ter came around. 

In the early times now under consideration it was 
an essential matter that about every thing needed for 
comfortable use about the home should be home made 
01 at least somewhere in the immediate neighborhood. 
1 hus it came that pioneer wives and daughters- were 
not only ornamental but exceedingly useful in promot- 
mg the comforts and attractions of their homes by tin- 
skill of then willing hands. Every household of anv 


. ,.o.'*»*' NT '* , „ loom, 

k , , u -o or .'"if " rt ;' v hU oo V 

L 10 „ «»* for o*«* iv * 

—i *” d *T e i 9 * *** fo 

‘ , V vhat° vcl * bUovk ots * u>v \\v 

i-. , ' . 

»i r,..- . 


pc i 

njf u 1 

I* 1 • 


— ,^ n .. ***** 

*'«" V * ,rl * n ,,ou.\ crd, 

!>••*** ,|,i ti»' ,v "'".-, lsr - i. " wuttUy 

r 1,1 m tiu , . ij ov was \ >u 


a 


',T «>“"■■«~ ir*.«.* «* 

'V'. „„J. upon*” 

bi« 01 •' , in l»yora " ntl \ ' , in bundles, car- 

by r° iKHl ' 'l^.'ltiyowr the cleanest end 

*|t.'r<> " i "' , ,.,,-oiul vor.v , u , a ftornmtb 

rir*l b0 found, « ,ost it \ t a „ occasional 

ni.es .-' 1 ' xv HolV it ronunnod Af . 

*r« e *P OSU r !, „ 1X W as a tiered, b.tund in bun 

. .t .m“ ,m«il ' **•» 

'*■ ”” *o,ad vs.™ >> 

kmm l«itb »" “ 1 > « “ b w ' ' , lW 

Jock Then what was left of the wooc, 1 • • 

reakcr and scutching knife would be co nbod out >> 
he hackle, and was now ready for spinning and xvc ax - 

_~ Tito hnv rniild 1)0 hold in the luuu! 


hackle, ami was now roain u>i 

ns flax or tow. The tow could be bold in the Imnd 
spun for coarse cloth, “tow linen. \\w tl ax. 
ig the straight and finer fibre, would bo wrapp 'd to 
“rock,** attached to tho little wheel and spun lor 
the finer fabrics. The rock was a contrivance m ulo bv 
bending three or four branches of a bush together and 


The rod 


branches of 
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tying thorn into a kind of frame-work at 

Flax wan most commonly put through T 0lu k 

* o tiic./ on tiro 

cess from planting to wearing without leavinr ^ >r °“ 
on which it was grown. ^ K ^ arr »i 

The growing of wheat in Pocahontas in qua . . 

sufficient for self-support was not thouo-ht- • ltl(i,s 

" ° IL m carl\ 

times. Ploughed in with the the bull tongue or «1 1() / 
plow, brushed over by a crab brush or thorn sappU^ 
and in many instances simply laboriously dug i u 
a hoe, it was a precarious crop, owing to freezing <, m 
blight or rust. The harvests were gathered with the 
sickle. The reaper clutching a handful of grain in his 
left hand would sever it with his right. The handfuls 
were bound into sheaves and then stacked into dozens 
Ten sheaves upright with heads pressed together and 
all sheltered and kept in place by the other two sheaves 
being broken at the band and spread out like fans and 
laid over the top. These dozens having dried out were 
carried by wagon or sled and stacked. When on steep 
ground the dozens would be brought off on stretcher 
shaped contrivances attached to a man's shoulders. At 
first the threshing was done by flail, and fifteen bushels 
was a good day s work. In value one bushbl of wheat 
was equuivalent to two bushels of corn, and exchanges 

wei ° U11 that ratio. Where crops were compara¬ 
tively laige flailing was superseded by “tramping out*’ 

by lioises freshly shod. In this innovation the half 
pi own boy was much in demand as lie could ride one 
isc aiul lead a second. Two or three pair of horses 

JU ( . lu ^ out fort J or fifty bushels per day. After 
} mg awhile the horses would leave the floor aud 


half 


,llS r " K ' 


l)f 


al „l turned 
. s hak el1 , uK 1 until 

vcoo ^ 1 .,1,1 be 1 • , . . from 


,,J ‘ , v o«ie ilU i be . f r0 m 

gtr ft ' v ;,i<r wou* wheat 

£■-ri•rSS^ 1 **** 2 

"’•' r > *** method “ the cbaff ^ ay ; bicb 

il"’ h . , lt f tlio !>"■ . )lig li to c0 avse serve, 

,hC C the w ' i,ld " clcaueJ b . v ‘ , oU Ul come to 


the 


^ lies by liaud \ljfuls. two men, 

jj rake* 1 off ,n ., n8U ally ^ orkC f ; a shallow 

7e ••vrin noW1 " g fl ,’| 8 iiake the wheat way t« 

- in ”°f ng So farmers became 
1-** S 0 r wheat fan, " ]lL " j tbelI ,selves able 

«• wind ” in circumstances as to tec 

p iriwy ° r £ ° rty rr-?"— ti,e thrt>shi "" 

jlftcr “horse trampmg V, by its advent sur 


This 


the threshing 


I pay thirty or forty came tUe tm—, 

' % -.horse trantpmg ’ ^ by it8 advent snr- 

^ “ d . evlr oocnrred in onr county, 

i,... 4* »»."8 «< 0,t “ , ■ -cliaff- 

W 'd" 1S3 „, l,v Wil- 

liler,’ - was introduce a ion It was operat¬ 
ion Gibson, <>f Huntersville, • * i a te of Mill 

<1 by Jesse Whitmer and John Galford, late M 

^ * ,*» . • _ 1., n 11 !lir (‘Villi' 


bv Jesse Whitmer ana oouu — - 

lint. It was a small affair, simply a threshing <0 

r in a box, propelled by four horses, and when in 

oration the wheat would tlv high and low as if it 
is all in fun. An immense sheet was spread on the 
ouud, and this was enclosed by a wall of strong tent 
>tb about eight feet high, on three sides. A person 

h a rake removed the straw as it cam 


with a rake removed the straw as it came out . 11 e 

would have his face protected with heavy cloth, for the. 


e. 


wheat grains would ating. Aft< 


the 


w l 


chaff pilot* 


1 1 
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‘SOS 


and 


came the separator, at first propelled by ],,,, 

then more recently by steam. At the present ti n » 
most of the crops are separated by the 1 ‘steamers ” 

When it came to be possible to raise corn fit t<» 0at 
in the limits of our county, its preparation for the ta 
ble was a matter of prime importance. One of the 
earliest contrivances was the “hominy block." This 
was made from a large block of some hard wood, most 
commonly white oak, eighteen or twenty inches in di¬ 
ameter, hollowed out at one end by burning and then 
trimmed into the shape of a druggist’s mortar of huge 
proportions. For burning out the cavity a hole was 
bored by a two inch auger, then a red-hot bolt of iron 
was inserted. This iron bolt was frequently a coup¬ 
ling pin of a wagon. When this could be used no 
longer to advantage, then hard dry wood—elm was 
preferred—was obtained, and a fire was kindled in the 
hole and kept burning until the cavity was of the de¬ 
sired size. The top w r as large, but it narrowed down 
until it assumed a funnel shape, and held a peck or 
more of grain. The grain had been slightly softened 
by soaking in tepid water, and was reduced by the use 
>f a wooden pestle, usually 
thick as a man’s wrist, an iron wedge inserted at one 

end, made fast by an iron band. 

Pounding corn for a family of eight or ten persons 
was an all day business, and part of the night on Sat¬ 
urdays. When pounded the grain would be in a more 
or less fine condition, and bv using a seive made or 
doer’s skin stretched over a hoop and perforated with 


< 


made of tough material 


holes, before the wire sifters were known, the coarse 


«ta 8 corN TY 

A HONTAP 


67 


^ 

til Ol ,M • 


rY OK ■• oCAM iel i would do 

-st' zgz as* 

—ll- * iul r 


ft board, 


as it was 


f ‘ ,r Twfcid °° "propounded, ° r ° 

c-»« ia b ° e ‘ din o was alleviated 

£^r y H»e *«• ^rr'ominy mortar and 


for .^: ?ll e ^.i lP borons 

A ftcr “ H 1 le: 8 uperae din « U d 0 { two circular 

by » »"*£ | vas the hand-mill, t the upper 

**<*V l'"' . The lower was d fey a waod- 

’■•‘i"'-* mner, and both were d««5 for the di8 - 

’T tl ’;‘ ' in which there was an P J w&g a centr al 

, ' n b P 'f he meal. In the runnel Anothef open . 

1 was drilled near the edg ^ ^ other end wae 

one end of a pole was fagtened to th e joists 

put through a ho e in « the upright pole, the 

above. With one hand gtaspi^ J other fed the 

J®rrt-^ing. The grinding of one 

;«e £ £-« 

it -odnoed the erain to meal. The plan of 


;ainst it reduced the grain 

instruction was this: A pt 


was fix 


™ - 1 - 1 

in the lower stone or runner, and on the other 
;er end of the shaft was a water wheel four or 

a * 1 •__ T1 U flnnV in fitl* 


or 




» VI OllU VI UIV »» v, -- 

t in diameter. This wheel being sunk in a stream 
water, its force caused the wheel to revolve and 
is turned the stone fixed to the upper end of the shaft. 
After the tub-mills came the kt grist mills," with the 
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|5S 


hori/.ontal shafts, the lower stones stationary n, 1 , 

A % J the 

u|>|>tM % oiioh tho runners. 

In thinking over what has been written coucemi 

pioneer farming experiences, the writer feels safe • 
saving that if the successors of these early settUiN 
cnuhl see and handle the rude and clumsy, hand nnulr 
appliances devised and used by the pioneer busy hands 
iu their toilsome, dangerous endeavors for a livelihood 
they would be greatly surprised, and would be prone 
to regard them as implements of sorely tedious torture, 
were they compelled to make use of the same in their 
bread-winning pursuits in 11)01. 

It would be a serious mistake however to think in 
that way of our worthy forbears, because they passed 
many hours of genuine enjoyment. Their fewer wants 
easily satisfied, rendered them as well contented, if not 
better as a rule, than their descendants now living 
their strenuous lives in pursuit of luxuries of dress, 
housing, and food that would have been the envy of 

princes and kings in pioneer days. 

So far as tested, all the cereals now produce large 
\ ields in Pocahontas Countv. Wheat, corn, ire, oats. 

. lr f 7 1 

millet, and buckwheat may be produced in ample 
abundance. Though then' bo quite a number of good 
mills, vet thoN an' so located that then' an' com mum 
ties who think it to their interest and convenience to 
carry their wheat to the Warm Springs or Monterey to 

be ground, ami considerable is imported, owing to 
U'ing cheaper than the home product. 


The donate of this countv bar 


pa* 


through 


gw 


mnetv 


ears. 


About 





I'nllNTV 

,•<M’A<"‘ N * H 


flu' 1 1,||» ■ ■ »- ... t,Mtn 1,1»111- W'-” 1 ” 

trf** 1 * Wi'' 1 " 11 ,• WIV H to hara mer«ly w>*t 

S^str. ... 

.. Willimil iN„tK*s ""' n livi " K Ht 

... «.... . ... . .* 

.. ... 


*h 


„ ... 

.1. I'"' ho iU.tt ,«.nHl«lontblo oo>» 

fit*' 1 ' , .1,' ll I'lll) 1 . i...,,,, morolv Holt 


IN,nn«, liv "" K ttt 


*+ . & 1 S**** *."r 

aorn <U lot brow “ Mujlll . a ftor ».».« 

•plon.ua lo" l <’"K. ■ v ,,, y o.mliouHl.V Unit 1.0 

..' 71 ,'h ihoi'o wan u |.rolnil.ilit,y of "'oto ho 

" r|M . Hnokon <»! hh tin 


thoro 1>o 

>1‘ HH t.lui 


vm,,, vhtort«nbuHlinlH. Thii wa» apoknn of an tiio 

•„.. llnil- oul <>f throe or four lmmlml 

2 of.ra rahmd at Marlin’. ... thon.ghi 


* *,.., h.*«*«. ^ 

liooo.ke, ami tlm happy pooplo tln.ughl ihmgH 

looked like livinK- 

ll in within tho moinory of living pnrHoiin whon npo 
corn wiih tho aoldom oxoopt.ion, not. tho regular v\\U\ 
on Kilt, whom lino crops aro tho nilo ol everything l.luil 
id eiitnhlo, nml tlint too in notable abuudanee uml ot 

prime quality. 

Ah the climate and noil now nro in Pocahontas, they 

ui i- found to ho adapted t o the prod not ion ol tobacco ot 
a v«tv good «|mi)it v, and for most of the staple fruit h, 
•peciully tho pouch and applo* 

Itt tho linioMtono bolls blnegrnss grown spontaneous!y 
aa<l thorn mo pluooH where the bluograss nod rivals tin 
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famous Kentucky blnegraa*. To use the lang Uttr 
an unknown writer, “Timothy, clover, ami u Uln ^ ' 
other choice varieties contest the right of the bhioJ' * * 
to the tiehl; so we find them growing together, 
trving to choke out the others ami to climb high enoulj, 
to choke out all the rest. So far as is observe*! o 1 

, , , , Oils 

hluegrass producing sod is common over the g IV , lu 
part of the county, ami there is but a small percent^ 
of its territory where grasses may not flourish. As 
result a great deal of livestock has been ami is produc¬ 
ed. The cattle, for marketing qualities, equal anv in 
the State. Pocahontas mutton has a reputation pecu¬ 
liarly its own, and the genuine commands the W>: 
market figures, There have been times, and to some 
extent such is the ease now, where buyers from etin 
States have come and canvassed Fix'shoutas County 


for live stock, seemingly not willing to wait until the 

cattle or sheep could lx' taken to them at their homes. 

Blooded horses equal to the best. for quality ,u\a >.r- 

\tce, liave been raisi\l in this countv. 

% 

U ts believed that when the lumber enterprises sbal. 
ha\e fluislnxl their operations and the .amis no longer 
wanted tor tin' merchantable timber, there will tx* still 


grander opportunities opened up t\>r farming, tru.t 
producing. ami stock raising, and then Pocahontas r.ia* 
i.c.' k among the lx\s: in anv of t’u N Statics »a il at c 

of borne making and industrial endoavvw. 


Pocahontas 


Uttibe?xv and 


a> the \anet> and quality was equal to most and >ar:xas> 

^ m ^* ** *** ****>■ ** tW State, before v e mk* 
wids were made on lliese timber resuroos in the 
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1 "' fTOB ' still there •» enormous 

I . t *.enty . vl '“ r3 .„.‘ a ll has been done by rafts, 

, r e>u» ining “! t cftr s For twenty years or 

V Vi l-^ lBd fre ; g i' ure were the lumber camps 

;,U •“ £.0 i" the WO ? fln a feb on the fat of the 

'^P^^Tthe county, mainly east of the 
^ various P 8,t " elevations west of the 

liV-. V”,£J3*» •»> ~sk-~*r C 

Lenbrier 8 “ d 1,1 a he3 of black spruce forests, 

5 tbn -jCand for wood pulp of which the paper 

»o* in such a ‘ cardg , books and newspapers. There 
g made for l"' 8 cherry poplar, chestnut an e 

• j8in8U ' u forest tree;’in marked profusion. The 

" 7ZL standing not l»g 1— 

11,1 ^ _ MS99-1900) several quarries of 

1.* «-«r bj - »<> 

I",".] pronounced equal to the beat for con.trnc- 


tion purposes. 

For burning and fluxing purposes limestone 


is very 


abundant, anil much of it lies very near 
deposits. 


vast iron ore 


Near the Little Levels in south Pocahontas very 


re tty marble lias been found, and 
ie west of the Levels contain vast 
rid white marbles. The specimens 
eautif ul and promise err eat comme 


of 


e G 


■tions may be of ready 
reenbrier Railway by 


aniways 


mountains on 
Dunts of black 
/liicli are very 
value. These 
3 main stem of 

from See- 


7 *2 
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hort ami Locust, ami possibly points intorveni u 
The on tiro county from oml to end oast of tluM;. 
brier abounds in iron ore indications, principally 1 ' 1 * 11 ’ 

brown hometito and the reddish fossiliforous. Tim 

siliforous is not in thick veins or very widely dUr-T 


smrorous is ' i'n wuioly distril 

utod, hut of the brown hommetite the supply is J’ 

oil as virtually inexhaustible. The veins of ore a 
largo, of excellent quality and distributed over a vast 


vr * ..»-* .. v, "» a va 8t 

area. In character the ores are pronounced the same 
as the ores of Monroe and (iroenbrier counties. Tb,« 


as Mu' ores ot iuonroe aim vireeuorier counties. The 

ore veins of these counties are regarded as extensions 

of the veins found in Pocahontas. 

As to coal resources but little, comparatively, has as 

yet been ascertained by actual development. While 

some investigations have been made, hut verv little 

' % 

coal has been mined for home use and none for expor 

tution. In west Pocahontas in the (tanlov and Wil 

% 

Hams Kiser region, there is a large area underlaid In 
the New Kiser coking coal veins ranging from two 
feet thick to eighteen feet, and as far as tested this 
ssest Pocahontas coal proves equal to the Ness 
Kiser voahing coal. This is the coal that has made the 
Ness River region in Kavotte Pountv and the Mercer or 

_ _ if 

MclNssvell coal districts farther south so renowned 
ivke producing localities. This West Pocahontas cote. 

' v soal is about, as to mileage, the nearest coking c\*a 
tin iron ptvducing eentivs of the two Virginias 


two Virginias. 


» x ' u n * 1 "' ion and mine development seem > 

C* v V h - U !' s to bring about a lively d anan i 

now ‘ 1 transportation and development app*-* 

*d Vv *rt tVno UnVUt onu ' r l n ‘ l,os to Ih' questions of on y a 



A* 


.....*«*•"- . " TV 7H 

(f f| . llV( ,| And communication in pi- 

_"'!.m.. "••• i" i " H **** 

m* i .. ... wul olio where beyond 

„»id fr0,n ’’ mfU Ie I>V buffalos ami Indians. At first 

" r,r ,,,< i'wi^trimim'd away and widened for ]>ark- 

, for sleds, tlifii for wagons, an progress re 
l,,,rH '7 * 'n„, pioneers hwmi. to have noticed that it 
,, " i, n h4 , a id v i mu Ido to avoid the trailn along the streams 

W °J ""<> f,,MoW t]w CP0HlH of U)wV "'* ridgC91 

„ M n ;.w paths worn blazed accordingly and came to 
hi |,HC<1, lienee the steepness of tlm old roads may be 

Hccuuntwl for in gro«t moikiBro. It whs mild. more 
practicable to escape an ambuscude on a crest or sum- 

mit , than when hammed in by a valley hill sides. With 
tenacity worthy of h hotter purpose the pioneers 

clung to the old paths with marked conservatism. 
The ho us prided themselves with the idea that what 
was good enough for their fathers was good enough for 
them. About 1880, however, there seems to have 
been an awakening on the matter of hotter roads to 
and from the county. The Warm Springs & Hunters¬ 
ville Turnpike was projected, and completed about 
1888, with Henry Harper and Win. Gibson, a Hunt¬ 
sville merchant, contractors. It was a grand hi'li 
way for that period, and awoke a sensation much like 
nir people felt at seeing oui’H coming to Marlinton. 
Leery stream was bridged from Huntersville to the 
Warm Springs, and the means of communication at 


ii 


he time between those places seemed to he all that 


vim desired or could he reasonabH 



(’apt. 


William fuck ley was in the Legislature that authorized 



w ^ 


- 1 " 1 the road Rml , 

'«• <-•« .,cvt; hb >.« 

the expletives a,,- he*, hi. £ 

1 . |U ‘ Stm,mo " «'«l Parkersburg I'iT'"""'' 

«»' three years later .. , K ,k ‘ WUa muds .. 


: '• V ‘ Ws >*«“••• 1. Was io ate u; ; ,m r l ° - 
* «»“ " f tw g.-ent NapoleeaV L , ° B,ob »M 

" "! n : fuS,Vtl to th ® Cnited States after W '"f in, '"> a . 

,r ™ thw —^»e f., , lim Sn ^ j;!:! 

About 1854 the Huttonsvillo ami Marlinton t 

P,kt ‘ t ' V1,S laeaU ' <1 b - v Raymond. in 

'rat he engineered the Lewisburg ami MarlintonTurn- 
1 'ike. and the Greenbrier Bridge at Marliiiton. Colonel 

* illian ' of Randolph Comity, contracted 

for the road work from Huttonsvillo to Marlin'. Hot- 

tom. Lemuel Chenowoth, from Beverly, built the 
bridge in 1854,-50. Captain William Cbchraa super- 
intended the Lewisburg Road, and all of these enter 
prizes were completed by 1851). During the war be 
tween the States these highways, like so many other 
things, were virtually laid waste. The- efforts to re¬ 
pair and keep them in proper condition have been 
many and varied, and much unfriendly criticism evoked 
as to the policy and management of the county author¬ 


ities. 


Ah to road affairs, times change and people with 

them, and it seems citizens need time f<n bring "n 
learning. No doubt the time will come sooner or Int. r 

When the interests of the public highways «ih hi c 

• ■ ■ A. 4% I t W 1 Jill 


lllLv'rt-nin wjl —a - .... i 

. .. _ the management of persons special!} l u 

for the business, like law, medicine, oi politi 

. . u,, characterise 


mitted to 


As mountains ami grasses are 




S 

N 




i»»‘ 




. I’!* 1 ' „ Th C 

■•‘ U ... tl»* 1 


4HllNt jU . t tuoy v>1 " 

,u 

B "‘ .**** ,«* sv'>° u . live «» 

f „.v r ! tuo""' m* 1 ' 

^fci" 1 ' 1 „iit« |,,u tl' 1 ’ 1 ' 1 1 m*oi“ u> mountain 

ss-iss £ -srs 

[ ' I'l.o •'•'' t : r,l, Hli »toa nun'. hu . 

k sfttf *. . . 

t-*.««" ’71‘. 

-« ”;;;XL **«•» *•**£"!;.. L 

r’ ! .:: ti,, ««of» 


»«a - . 

t .six< e " 

to 1 


uses i$ 


— , Tl\e first or ^ - 

h— «•* 1,1 F , orv fountain and river, from 

Jjivo motion w *«. . ^ wa d in trembling 

to the calm and silent moving* ot the 1 
mao, the J antes, or the Ohio, all owe their motion, 
paritA', am! resistless sweeping powers to the t U \ .iturns 
of the earth ordained for that purpose. Itentle oi steep, 
exteiuleil or abrupt, some determined slope of the sur¬ 
face is essential before the waters of am* stream could 

% 

overtake and refresh a single plant or tree after the 

£ pilgrimage by clouds from the Southern Pacific 


Ocean. 


" c arv Uv 'n>Jt aiming thv highlands, a vmitahU- wood- 
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1\ land of the skv, where we may walk and m .. 
beside tho grassy or flowery margins of our “ 

i a 4 •*.: i 11 u,n wtin 

streams, what opportunities we have to consider \ U) 

beautiful and very wonderful is that arrangement ^ 

virtue of which the dews and rains falling to the ground 

should find no resting place to loiter after coming S() 
far away, but should find instead, prepared and fixed 
channels traced for them, from the ravines of the cen¬ 
tral crests, down which they rush and roar in turbulent 
ranks of foam, towards the dark hollows beneath the 
hanks of lowland meadows, pastures, and planted 
fields, round which they must circle among the stems 
and beneath the leaves of the growing plants, so essen¬ 
tial to human comfort and enjoyable existence. 

These pathways for the dews and rains and melted 
snows are so arranged that by some definite rate of 
movement the waters must evermore descend, some¬ 
times slow, sometimes swift, but never pausing. The 
daily existances they must glide over being marked out 
for them at each successive rising of the sun, or dawn¬ 
ing of the morning, the place that knew them yester¬ 
day to know them no more, and the gateways of guard¬ 
ing mountains opened for them in cleft, or chasm, or 
duly tunnelled. Thus nothing is to hinder them in 

their mission to the growing, life-sustaining fruits, 

grasses, and grains, while from afar the great heart of 
the parent ocean seems to be ever calling these bless¬ 
ing-imparting waters back to herself, as if “deep were 
calling unto deep.” 

It; is well to remember, too, that this office of im¬ 
parting motion to water is not exhausted on the sur- 



(MMJN'rV 
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( ,K 


in 


A* 


L office of the 1.111. i- to .11- 

L I""' 1 !" 1 ’' .. fountain. from aubterran- 

..r~ 


far"'- 

..ft 


-.-." ni : happening, 

' , „.| d>i« '' U111 „,li<-I from 11 reaervoir aome- 

1 '*' ' ' :.. ..till well ! " ' * . C llm l.illa HO located 


,l.ere "" .legree of fi'Hi '>««'"•"'* I* r0 ““ ro 

H „,. urc . ,i, 0 ... •.»tfl < > w " , K »f..... 

,,, , 1B „ „f mountain. in .<> keep up uconstant 

Tl "' “T,!,,, nature ...u. current h of -...• air. A dfltor- 
„ |i|H BnJ vegetation would lmve in a tneuaure 
>." r '' ” . .i .. if the .•aril, had been 


(| . . . in .ho air. oven if ... had hoe» 

Wo. Tide change would have been far loan than what 
, I now l.y the chniuH of l.illa, which divide the 
.. n,.i oi.lv into diHtrictH but into climatOH, aw 


•art 1 


perpetual currenta of air to traverae their paaaoa 
in 8 thouaun.l different atatea, by moiateniug with the 
8,,rav of wuterfal.H, beating the air l.itl.er and timber 
in the poola of mailing torrenta, doaing the air within 

cl eft n and cavea where the aiinlieaina aie tie.tr a » 
and all bec.unea cold tia autumn iniala. B» l “^ l>n ■ 
the .idle this co< led air ia aent forth again to . 
lightly acroaa the velvet fiehla of gn.aa i.| 1 

r>r be mjorehed anions nunburnwl nlwil * <|»rf^ 

r-raK^ ami then when \>Wrci*\ h> ^ j^rt 

Haahea of mountain tire, tlie an ,H ^ ^ rtW -ay arid 
liut, diaatened and pun*, to i.fr< , . 

, (lH1w of the .. wi “* ’* *“ 

The third imp- riant 




hirtoky 


I s 


° K ^OCAHONTAR 

Coix, 


'*”** .. elwngu in , ^ 

-hauatod and '. 

most lahorousjv k.. i... 1 ,0f l«n*e t<, i«. 


:;r r° ]y hy hwma “ *#2? s* «»*2 

• f..rt , ua a constant 


^•ins suffer their summits to , H . ^ »'«l*r t**: 

*° 1,0 CU8t (lowu i» sheets of m0 ssv f 1 ^°"^ 
1,la i m . Hfe - ^ fallen fagmetiL * 


and disentegrated by torrents into va ,- 


jbn 


*»f sand and clay 


materials wliicl 


vanouH condition. 
are distributed pc r - 


petnally by the streams farther and farther from'd 
mountain base. The turbid foaming of aDgl . v 


waters in 


rock 


are not disturbances of the beneficent course of nature 
but are operations of laws necessary to the existence <>f 
man ami to make the earth beautiful. This proce-* 
may be carried on more gently, but not less effectively. 


over the entire surface 


undulating 


tricts. Each filtering thread of summer rain trickling 
through the short turf of the uplands is bearing fr¬ 
own appointed burden of earth to be thrown on sow* 
new natural garden for some one to work and enj *} 

long years in the future. 

Of all the good and perfect gifts lavished c[h»ii a bit 
of goodly land, it would l>e difficult to fiud anyth-L- 
more suggestive of edifying tliought than 

the field. It is something mysterious t<* . \ i. 

only when gemmed with the dew drops of ui<»rn*n r 

_!_•_<r./ i.^vi Kiit with tJii* 


quivering in the mirage of noon, but *hl ' : 

ling threads of alx»resceiict% “each a Ii T t*y - 


ith 


f 

•i 
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, • w» ’’ when H single blade of grass 

f ,|| acinnu. 

I*' 11 " (if 0O „ntl«88 millions, ami one examines 
t „luck»>l- its ..arrow sword shaped strip of 


i* I’"': fl ,r ,, time its . ..; " f 

nothing is perceived of notable goodness 

diitcd ? |W '. U ’ , eaut y in that blade of grass may be 

.eiit ,UIlC1 . .s. -v. omi a very little tall - 


and 


jH'SS 


Ld V ery little that is strong 
,,0tlC nd a few delicate lines meeting in a dull imfin- 

•Jrt/point- So tl,e blade of S raH8 h y 110 ineanB a P‘ 

,Sl he a creditable or much cared for sample of 

p0fU*8 tv w 

rlic Creator's workmanship, made to be trodden upon 

1 Ilien or roaming beast, a little pale hollow stalk fe- 
l,]e and flaccid leading down to the dull brown fibres 
,,f roots. And yet when we carefully ponder over its 
uses and the place grass occupies in promoting man's 
physical good, we are inclined to the opinion and so 
express ourselves that of all the gorgeous flowers that 
bloom in our mountain air and shed their balmy fra¬ 
grance upon the summer breezes, and of all the strong 
and goodly trees, pleasant to the eyes or good for f< od, 
like stately palms and towering pines, strong oaks and 
ash trees, scented orchards, or gracefully burdened 
vines, there is not one so universally loved and sought 
after by mankind of every clime and nation, or by the 
Creator’so highly graced as that narrow point of feeble 
green—a blade of grass. 

For floral scenery our Pocahontas forests, in the sea¬ 
son of wild flowers, are as enchanting as fairy dreams. 
The dogwood and the service bloom,—Indian sign for 
planting corn, the Shawnee Flower, rivaling the mag¬ 
nolia of the far South; the notable variety of honey- 


vhoniah county 


OK PO< 

lllSTOK* «" 


s " (i wnl . ll ,ly iccommoiKloil by ardent «,). 

KI ,okl>“ bl«"" ,H ' H ‘ | > i ,„i,io for tlio West Virginia atato 
iiiirern i"* l " l " il " ..i.ulondroti and ivv, along wit 


... ■ 

• .i.ti<i 


vili- 

itll HO 

>pon up viHtus of NUl ._ 


• * lfivolinosH. i*i 

piiHHinK M j |UV0 \ HWU cultivntcMl with notable huc- 


Tho first rose geranium ovar potted in our conn- 

1 -ought to Huntersville by Miss Margaret Ann 

" " Waynesboro, Va., about tho year 184:-,.. 


ty wan 


(Yaig 


fro ui 


t 


Littli 


It flintrisbed nicely, ami she was very getter,.ns in g,v- 

L away the slips. Site carried it on horseback, in 
,J. |11V „,|, » tiny slip, dipped of! with scissors, «l,t at 

he end and kept open by inserting an oat grain, wrap- 

..istoned paper. Titis wrapping was moistened 

every few hoars at some spring or brook by the way- 
side, during that journey of nearly a hundred miles. 

Flowers ure seemingly intended for the solace of hu¬ 
manity, of nil age., classes, and conditions, 
children and quietly contented people love dowers as 
they bloom in forests, lawns, or gardens. Luxurious 
and pleasure loving persons rejoice in llowers when 
gathered for some festive occasion. The dowers are 
tlm homo-loving rural cottagers treasure, while in towns 
11,1(1 vlllll K 08 11 low flowers adorn as with scraps 'of rain- 
|: 0W M, ° wiw ! ow » (>f f"' toiling inmates, in whoso souls 

>->Kcr a longmg f or the covenanted place of Divine 

m!.:: :: 1 ‘ ,Cl, . tlu ' % are the emblem*. 


the 


Notutifii * . ™ l,K uniDionia, 

> writer TV"? g0nwal admiration for tlowefs, 

mclined to make this criticism at a 


' em lire, that 


'v mar wore «|; 

thoroughly probed there e.!' 1 *.!! .*' 1*' * *' '° VU . ° f * ,owor8 


* m ‘ e '"*» few people. 


eompara- 
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.. about flowers as flowera. Many iudeed are 
f,V< | V /finding a ,,eW ^ ,a P° of blossom, thus caring 

shape JlH tl,e httle care tnr the kaleido- 

' jvlftny may like a pretty display of flowers on 


' r " |,cliches or in the pit, as they admire a fine service 

'f^ilver or gold plate on the table. Many are scien- 
rificiilly interested in flowers, though the interest of 
,j )( , se scientists may be in the nomenclature rathen than 
the flowers themselves, and some enjoy them as they 


g' 


•o w i 


in their gardens like radishes and peas. 


going persuaded as 1 am that I shall have among 
my readers some young people who are thoughtful, 
observing and inquiring in their character, I would 
write something about the stones that are so very plen¬ 
tiful in our county for their special consideration. 
Shakespeare, the foremost of all names in English lit¬ 
erature, speaks of a cast of intelligence or intellectual 
culture that enables one so cultivated to see sermons 
in stones and good in everything. There are but few, 
if any natural, objects from which more can be learned 
than from stones, as they seem so well fitted to reward 
all patient, intelligent observers. As to other objects 
in creation nearly all can be seen to some gratifying 
degree by the hasty impatient observer whose glances 
must he transient, on the spur of the passing mo¬ 
ment or not at all. They have no patience with the 
objects unless they are pleasant in-being hastily seen. 
Trees, clouds, cliffs and rivers are highly enjoyable 
even by careless observers in being, bill the stones over 
which they walk have for the careless nothing in them 





— wuNTy 

but stumbling and objocts of offense. m 

languidly to be derived of the stones as f ,>,0asi ‘i t . . 

.11 tin. vines or fruits on the overshad,, J°'" C W‘" 

. • . .1 /• t v Ml|tr 1, 1 H 

•I\ i • . flv 


PH- 
8 «en, 


Jang 

on the vines or fruits on 

Impatient observers find nothing den" 111 ** 

tastes or good of any kind in stones. Even " 8 *° tll0 >r 

tientiy studious at first siglit all that the ' 

good for is to symbolize the hard heart mj ""' 8 
ly gift referred to in our Lord's question, 

er give liis famisliing son a stone in p ] ac ' , * a f “th- 

But yet when sotne of my younger readers Tl!" 
as I confidently anticipate they will, an(J 1 ,J< > 

stones their thoughtful reverent considerate, if '" 6 tlu 

to their pleasure find in stones more bread o' 7* "' Ul 
thouglit than in any other lowly feature of nil' °° d f °'' 

foresting Pocahontas landscape.' For ■, st. , 0nr in ' 
l.v examined will be found to be a mount* , <Ul ' 

fure, as a sparkling drop of dew ,„, v h mi,lia - 

''‘mmture sun. The fineness of thv r rt ‘^*«lod as a 
80 VX< ^‘ in a single stone „ ?* 

diameter man 1... ** to<^t qj* , n 


—.i.onui may iwt ^ * oot more 

,f id r.T!, as ,,,a,, ' v 

naeded ^ mountains on a I 8C8le as ‘'»ve bee 

Pleasing^, interests Z T Bt Stance,, > 
na, '.v iiionnf,,. 11111 the surface <>f 


is nio 

hii ord 


"“O' mountain b 7 , t!le 

t'dier colors fl ua8dn °f more fantasti t 

the rock) . 1 lle >noss does no* at,c forms 

. ..ov„ r „ i„ ° “'W«I II,C f„„„ 

*h .... 



l/v i 

mb.- 


and g„| ( , ,. . by „ 

and f 1 ’ r ° u,| dod 

• ’ " l, *i llif|,f) v . “UlHluod fi 1 * 

. . .. 



„ v OK .. county 

,||HToK^ 

« A 


8 a 


fill Ion leaves, and minute clusters of 

. .with pointed cup#; anil fibres of 

* • A i i* • 4 . tvm*n 1 n 


° ,U * ]<| and faint, purple passing: int< 

' rtuifli n . .. 


> 


black 


tinenesH of gentle 
until the stone is 
receive no more. 


<I<«T wi ,h unimaginable 

f V' undidations of the stone 

K r<'*";' | with ''»«■ 

H0 flll « < ,|, w .n of looking rugged or cold or stern or 

r j 1 1 1 (111 1,1 !> 1 n)(( | < j H l,old to be at heart, the moss makes 
unyil""* 1 t | io< | w ith a soft dark robe, embroidered 
it ’ 0 f purple and silver. Though the mOss 

vvith character, .yet it was the first of lLcav- 

1,0 H ° "^ ii08 vinihle to our earth, at the opening of the 

^'Vin divo ageH referred to elsewhere, veiling, as it 

rj' with silent softness, the first dintless rock. 

•Vd.o most significant emblem of pity for the ruined, 
'nvering as it did with strange and tender honor the 
mmutih! disgrace of ruin, and laying quiet linger on the 
muring, trembling stones to teach them r.est, in which 
| 1( . v now repose. Words have not been coined to ex- 
„. 0HH poallv what the mosses are. No known words 
rc delicate enough, perfect enouglv, or rich enough in 

im.'r ilhuini. and significance to express what should 



1k» fold of the rounded mosses of furred and radiant 
green, tin' starred divisions of rubied bloom, tine film¬ 
ed as is the spirit could spin porphyry, as glass is spun 

with seemingly magic skill. Where can the phrases 
he found in oratory or poetry to describe properly the 
traceries of intricate silver and fringes of amber, lus¬ 
trous, arborescent, burnished through every fibre into 
fitful brightness and glory, traverses of silken change, 
yet all subdued pensive, and framed for simplest offices 


S4 
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of u racot’ul duty. The mosses will not 1 

like the Howore, for May Queen 


. ~ orowns, or tol 

incipient love as flu* buds are, but of the Kc ‘ 11 * ot ’ 
wil.l birds make their nests, ami weark'n'^ 

their pillow. As the earth’s first mercy so, ° llldr * , ‘ 
are the earth's last gift to her departed Z "17'** 
" 1,611 aU ot,wr service is hopeless and y aill f . Uldren - 
and tree, the soft moss and gray lichen \ i ' 0ni platlt 

..i . ■ ,ei1 ™Ke im 


>0 tr 


a ^be,. t | 


»P their 


watch hv the tombstone and the burial mound T l 
woods, the flowers, the gift bearing grapes ' TW 

d.d their offices for a time, but the lichen ami 

do service forever. Trees for the builder's , J o " K ‘ SS 

for the bridal altar, cereals for the table , . !'™ 

srrave, mosses for the 


JACOBMARLIN AND STEPHEN SEW ALL 

T!k‘ first persons of English or Scotch-Irish autocod¬ 
es to spend a winter in what is now Pocahontas 
('oimtw were Marlin and Sewall. This was the winter 
,,f 1750-51. Their camp was in the delta formed by 
Marlin Run and a slough or drain near the east bank 
of Knapp’s Creek. 

In the course of time—having agreed to disagree— 
they separated and were found living apart, by Colonel 
Andrew Lewis, Marlin in the cabin and Sewall in a 
hollow tree. Upon expressing his surprise at this way 
of living apart, distant from the habitation of other hu¬ 
man beings, Sewall told him they differed in sentiments 
and since the separation there was more tranquility, or 
a better understanding, for now they were upon speak¬ 
ing terms, and upon each morning “it was good morii- 
b'g, Mr Marlin, and ‘Good morning, Mi* Sewall!’ 

I nder the new arrangement, Sewall crossed the 
s hmgh, and instead of building another cabin, went 
‘"toa hollow sycamore tree on the west margin of the 
dough, quite near where the board walk now crosses, 
mid about in line with a walnut tree now standing on 
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1. oast bank «t the «''«*»■ oourt ll, ’" HO - 

Tlio lower (MU-t of this tree here a Htnkn, K 

blaiiu.. to a leaning Imlinn tepee. The eavity 
lioltor live or «<* 11,1,1 ,Ik ' wnl "'' '. 


nJioitur nvw r- - ’ . 

ofton in it for hIuuIo or for HlieUfr from rain or boat. 
° A 1 flic top <>f flic COHO, Homo eight, or ton foot fro,,, 

tl,c ground, the true* wuh not more limn twenty iuclioN 
in diameter, and at that height, wuh chopped off about 
mr 18 M, to avoid shading the crops. TIiuh tlio 


flu* yeai 


Htump WUH loft, a great, convenience for shade or slid 
tor, until i! disappeared during the War, being proba¬ 
bly nsod for a camp fire. 

These porwoiiH differed, Scwull told (\donel Lewis, 
about fheir “reJagiun. There in a traditional hint 
that “immersion'’ wuh the theme of contention. Hip 
it in more than prolmhle that one wuh a conformist and 
the other a non conformiHt to the thirty-nine urt idem of 
the English rubric.. This in known to have been a very 

liv<! question Ilf »lx.H(. times, both before and after. 

Tin's now arrangement did not Inst long, and Sowall 

ni sourcli of loss nml«Htal.i<in almut Ids religion, with 
'I** W n, ’ , ’" l t < ' iKllt ,nil ‘ ,H to 11 «“v« III the head of Sowell 

*|" rvin - T,m ’" w '•« wont forty ndlos further 
on to Sowell Creek, wont Uroonhrior, and was found 

"1 slam hy Indians. How inmressivnlv il.i -n . . 

o.lset religious controversy, so culled. 


t » 


A gains' lair foes religion well defends 
Her Miicred truths l.ni , « H ' 

If learned, their pride* ’f <HIH J H,r friends. 

And their heart’s Wea a"' U< ' i' 1 '*' 

k HN who have soumle 


lieada; 
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Hut most she fears the controversial pen, 

Tin’ holy strife of disputatious men, 

Who the blest Gospel's peaceful page explore, 

Only to tight against its precepts more.” 

|t is moreover interesting in this connection to ru¬ 
ral! the fact that on the hanks of Marlin’s Run is the 

hurinl place of a little child that was dashed to death 
|,v an Indian warrior in 1705, when overtaken by a 

l 

party of Hath and Rockbridge men, seeking to rescue 
\f rH Mayse, her son Joseph, an unmarried woman with 
an infant in her arms, a Mr McClenachan, and some 
other captives. This burial place is a few rods diagon¬ 
ally from the east angle of Uriah Bird's barn on the 
margin of the rivulet. The infant corpse was buried 
a! the foot of the tree where it had been found a few 
minutes after its death. The burial took place just a 
few hours later, before the pursuers set out on their re¬ 
turn. The grave was dug with hunting knives, hatch¬ 
ets, and naked fingers. The little body laid in its 
place very tenderly, and the grave partly filled with 
earth. The covering of the grave was completed with 
rather heavy stones, to prevent foxeH or other animals 
from getting at the remains. 

I bus died and was buried the first white child known 
to history west of the Alleghany Mountains. 

Joseph Mayse, 13 years old, was rescued at that 


H amo time, somewhere between the Island and tin* 
mouth of Indian Draft. In 1774 hi* fought in the bat- 

th* of Point Pleasant, where he was wounded, and 
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amputated. H« recovered, ami lived a 

h‘K w,lH ..fVmv a busy nmn of affairs. lit* 


k ‘ K Tvearn thereafter, a busy man of affairs. 

le and «,.” April, I™, "> "■« Wth 


.y‘*ar () f 


1001 


'"mlhe Kich.no.nl Wspatch, April 14, 

1 tliat the last survivor of the Point Pleasant vet- 

1 ... 1 ./. nilOUi 


> it in 


t ,1 that the last survivor , leasant vet- 

“ r “ n8 waB Kills Hugl.es, who passed away at Utica, ()., 

in IH40, over ninety years of age. In early manhood 
.... in the Lower Levels of our cotmt,. 


< HUity. 

in, it 


ill 1840, over . 7 - . 

he may have lived in tl.e Lower Levels of 
Now if it was known what month Hugos died 
could he decided who was the last, one of the veteran* 
to bivouac in those “silent, tents that (»lory '*guard s 
with solemn round.’ 7 


MOSES MOORE. 


Moses Moore, the progenitor of the largest, relation- 
shijt of the name in the county, came from what is now 

Timber Ridge, Rockbridge County, Virginia. About 

1 760 he was married to a Miss Elliot, a member of an¬ 
other limber Ridge family. Their children were John 
born January 29, 17e2; James, born October 5 1763- 

Margaret, born March 29, 1765; Moses, Jr., born Feb- 
iii,ii) s, 17f>9; Hannah, born Juno 6 1771- Robert 

h,.k bo,-„ ut - 

ibi.mi, born September 18, 1784 . 

aml tf * BriMgeHmys ^1"“ kill Bakw 

llv| ng on Swago, siebl f i MoBOH Moore wa * 

'""•lestead. i>] 1( . 1)(1 ,*? what is now the McClintic 

‘' ,l ,low Hu* family refutf/'r^T 1 <lui,glltw » r «“»«'mber- 

. * ..... 


•V lo, 1774; 


others wort 
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, tll0 end of the mountain they hoard 1 the 

.>'* T. HridKor Notch, when the l.oyn wore lulled. 

irinft #t ‘!‘ kt , ;( 1788 when James Baker, the hit. 

mi.;* woul* M _i.„„ituu w ilh killed. 


Tk* wt,U ‘, " in Pocahontas, wan killed. 

e first vears of his pioneer life in our re- 
1,ur "' g t much of his time hunting and trapping 

* i ' ,n ' Back Alleghany , upper Greenbrier Hirer and 

# lon S . . • j n i tv Jle was a close observer of In- 

elU'" movements, and would make a careful search for 


[Tan signs before resuming operations as the hunting 
leasons returned. The usual place for the Indians to 

(■roHH the Greenbrier, in the hunting grounds mention- 


PI 1 /OU - | 

,.(1, was at a passage narrow enough for them to vault 
om- with a long pole. He would take notice accord¬ 
ingly which side of the river the vaulting-pole would 


he on, and act accordingly. 


Finnallv the Indians 


seemed to have found out his strategy, and thereupon 
vaulted the narrow passage and cunningly threw the 

pole back to the other side. 

This threw the hunter off his guard. It was Satur- 
urday; he set his traps, looked after the deer signs, and 
arranged his carnp. The venerable William Collins, 
yet living (1901;, is sure that the camping spot was on 
what is now the Charley Collins place, on the Green¬ 
brier above the Cassell fording, at a id ace near Tub 


O' M 

brier above the Cassell fording, at a place nea 
Mill where he was captured by the wily Indians. 


was 


pass the Sabbath at 


* * M 

his carnp in quiet repose and devotional reading of the 
Bible he carried about with him for company. He had 
put a fat turkey to roast about daylight, and was re¬ 


el i n i 


i 5 ' w 

ning on a bear skin reading a lesson from the Word, 


11 <> 
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preparatory to a season of meditation and prayer be- 
f on ! breakfast, a habit so characteristic of the Scotch- 
Irish at that period. He was interrupted by thebreak- 
ipcr of a stick, and upon looking intently and steadily 
in "the direction whence the sound seemed to have come 
lie saw rive or six warriors aiming their guns and mov¬ 
ing cautiously upon him. 

Seeing there was no chance to escape, hemmed in 
as he was, he threw up his hands and made signs for 

them to come to him. He put the turkey before them 
and made signs for them to eat. By gestures and gut- 
teral grantings they gave him to understand that they 
would not touch it unless lie would eat some first. He 
did so, and thereupon they devoured it ravenously, and 

• i. ^ xr ii fpQ rrnwiiif i f ni» 101 nn /1 attain 


7--- m r, W* 1 •/ 

it was no time that scarcely a fragment remained, 

, i i __ _ 


even 


>f the bones. 

Soon as breakfast was over, they started for their 

t/ 

home in Ohio. Having passed but a* few miles, they 
halted at what the pioneers afterwards called the Mos¬ 
ey Spring. The spring—one of the most copious and 
beautiful of its kind—is near the residence of the late 
David McLaughlin, four or five miles up the Back Al¬ 
leghany road from Driftwood. The prisoner was se¬ 
curely bound with buffalo thongs and pinioned to the 


giouinl. A detachment went off in the direction of 


tin pait\ i etui nod they were loaded down with ore. 

Tlii. was carried to a place, wliefe another halt was 

1 and the ok was smelted and reduced in weight, 

in coulu carry what had required two to bring 
in as raw material ^ 
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HI8TORV OF « v. 

tnkcn as far as CliilftcotHe and tlu* 
Tbe P ,M j to j, ave been greatly elated over their 
Iii‘h J,I,s 84,1 muC i, 80 that as a special compliment to 
iP turt> ’ f r j e uds it was decided in solemn council of 
ti ,eir rt w j lrtt to do with the prisoner, that the captive 

,I,qU !T..nn the gauntlet. The Indians seem to have 

should , i *4.1 • 

of nothing so intensely amusing than running 
Hie'Gauntlet, and of uo compliment more flattering to 




their favorite lady friends than have fhem to form the 
tr-iuutlot lines, and leave it to them to torment the 
captive. Accordingly two lines of squaws were drawn 
up about six or eight feet apart. One captive had pre¬ 
ceded Moore, who was stabbed, bruised and hacked to 
pieces. Tins made him think it was only death any 
way. He entered the line anti passed some distance, 
finally a squaw with a long handled frying pan sturck 
him. He wrenched the pan from her and knocked 
her down with his fist and then striking left and right 
with the handle of the frying pan, he proceeded along 
the lines, and many of the ether squaws ran away. 
When Moore had scattered them, the warriors crowded 
around him,patted and praised him, “good soldier," 
“good soldier," and decided that he should be allowed 
to live. By degrees lie secured the confidence of his 
captors. In hunting he was very successful and the In¬ 
dian who was his keeper would give him ammunition, a 
part of which he would secret. The supply of ammu¬ 
nition was gradually increased, and the time given him 
to he absent was extended two or three (lavs. Witli 
this increase of rations of powder and bullets and ex¬ 
tension of time, he ventured to make escape, and got a 
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Htart ho far ahead that the Indians coaid see no hop ( . 

ful chance of recapturing him. 

[t iw nothing but just to remark Moses Moore i 8 on 

of the pioneers of this county who will he among tho H( > 
longest remembered in the future by those interested in 

our pioneer literature. Moses Moore’s descendants 

have probably chaired more land than any one fanii- 
ly connexion; some of them have been and are promi¬ 
nent in public affairs. The following particulars were 
mainly furnished by the venerable Andrew Washington 
Moore, one of his grandsons, now (1901) in the 83rd 
year of bis age, residing on Knapps (’reek and occupy¬ 
ing a part of the old ancestral homestead. 

About 1770 Moses Moore settled on Knapps Creek 
known at that period as Ewing’s Creek, and so named 
in some of the old land papers. Traces of the original 
cabin remained for years in the meadow near the old 
orchard contiguous to Washington Moore’s present res¬ 
idence. The tract of land purchased by Moses Moore 
from one Mr Ewing, for the consideration of two steel- 
traps mid two pounds of English sterling, extended 
from Andrew IlerokPs to Dennis Dever’s gate by the 
roadside below the Francis Dever homestead. Besides 
other improvements, Mr Moore built a mill 
kun, quarter oi a mile from Isaac. Brown Moore’s. 


on. Mill 


The Daughters of Moses M 


oore. 


Margaret Moore, remembered as a very estimable 
person, married .lolin Monro, a native of Pennsylvania, 

»'»l they lived where David M„„re now resides. Her 
' ""K I|I<T Uaimah was married to Martin Dilley, Esq., 
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Mrs Martha Dilley, relict of the late 


find * |XC ivl lc v now lives* 

undrew "“'Lilian, Moore, married Miss Calal.an, of 
• y pr se"> sett i e d where Jefferson Moore, her 

Hath County^ w i, 0Be wife was a Miss Grimes. 

fi* od ' oB ’ e "x 00 re’B son, James C. Moore, married 


Miss Nottingham 


w 

lived on land occupied by his 


William 


excellent man was a 
kttle near New Hope, 


Confederate®—— — 

a pAniitv 8>.« June 1 out# 

Augusta County, ’ 

Another of Margaret’s sons, John by name, married 
a Miss Hannah, of Elk, daughter of Dr John Hannah, 
ancestor of the Pocahontas Hannahs, and lived on the 

home place, now held by David Moore. A grandson, 
Joseph Moore, lives between Frost and Glad 
Near his residence the spot is pointed out where Rev 


Hill 


War 


Hannah Moore, daughter of Moses, was married to 
Abram Duffield, on Stony Creek, the ancestor of the 
Pocahontas Duffields. 

Phebe Moore, another daughter, became Mrs Jona¬ 
than McNeill on Swago. She was a person highly es¬ 
teemed for her piety, sound sense, and business energy. 
For yeart she attended the mill, one of the best of its 
kind at that time,—in the twenties and thirties. Some¬ 
times that mill would have to run day and night, to 
supply the custom and avoid grinding on the Sabbath 
f Jay. There used to be a saying that “an honest miller 
has hair on the palm of his right hand.” Were this a 
fact, Aunt Phebe's right hand would have been more 
hairy than Esau's would have been. 
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Thoro was a Rebecca Moore, who was married to a 
Mr Cole, and lived in Rockbridge. 

The Sons of Moses Moore. 


Robert married a Miss McC ollam and li\ed at Edray 
where William Sharp now lives. Rev Geo. P. Moore 
i< a great grandson of Moses Moore, also Samuel B. 

Moore, both residents of Edray. 

Aaron Moore lived on the Greenbrier, three or four 

miles above Marl inton. His wife was Catherine John¬ 
son, daughter of John Johnson, who lived on the 
Jericho Place, a mile north of Marlinton. Charles L. 
Moore, on Brown's Creek, and Jacob S. Moore, on 
Elk, are great-grandsons of Moses Moore, the pioneer. 
Moses Moore, Jr., emigrated to Kentucky. 

William Moore married Christina Dods, of Rock¬ 
bridge County, and lived on Stony Creek on the place 
now occupied by the family of the late Dr Page Carter. 

Tlieir daughter, Margaret, became the wife of the 
late Colonel John W. Ruckman of Mill Point. 

Another daughter, Jennie, was married to Captain 
William D. Hefner, who died in battle at Lewisburg 
during the War. 

Their sou. Rev James E. Moore, was a widely 

m 

known Methodist minister. 

John Moore, another son of the pioneer, married a 
Miss McClung, of Greenbrier County, and settled at 
Mt \ ernon, Knapp's Creek. Their daughter Jennie 
married John Lightner, near Hightown, Highland 
County. Another daughter, Elizabeth, became Mrs 
Jacob Lightner, and lived where the late Francis Dev- 
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/I’l.cro wns a son, Jolin Moore, wlio 

() ).o» 10 - 1 

fJl'V" 1 18 "1'^ of Moses, settled near the old 

' , s .,»r M<’ 0IV - , bv i. B. Moore. His w ife was 

a0 \TZl 1, from the vicinity of the Old Stone 
trusta'County. Their children were Ches- 
(’hurch, A1 ' Maliiu | n w ho became Mrs Samuel Har¬ 
ley. F Jf S !h"n gt on. Matilda, who became Mrs John 


£r: Isaac.' Jr., and Moses. 


-he^lev married a daughter of the late Colonel John 
•n * for whom Hillsboro was named. After her death 


rheslev married Miss Wanless, on Back Alleghany. 
\mh-ew Washington Moore first married Am 


irried Miss Wanless, on Back 


A.nna, 


daughter of Henry Harper, of Sunset, and settled on a 
part of the Knapp's Creek homestead. His second 

marriage was with Margaret Jane, daughter of the late 
John Bever, of Highland County. 

Isaac Moore, Jr., lived at Dunmore. He and a cit¬ 
izen named Bunkum bought from Andrew G. Mathews 
iis fine farm, and divided it. Out of their names thev 


jointly coined the word Bunmore and so named the 
posrofiice, which had been previously named Mathews- 
ville. Isaac Moore married Alcinda Arbogast, daugh¬ 
ter of the late William Arbogast of Green Bank. Their 
daughters are Mrs George H. Moffett, of Parkersburg: 
and the late Mrs Br Charles L. Austin of Green Bank. 


Their sons are C. Forrest. Harrv, Ernest, and Rice. 

• T • 

Truest is Sheriff of Pocahontas County. Judge C. 
Forrest Moore resides at Covington, Ya. He presided 
trie trial o: Goodman for fatally sboting. at Gladys* 
A a., Colonel Parsons, the proprietor of the Nat- 
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,, • i A t present Ik* is Attorney for the Cov- 

„ |'Hi.or Mills. Ho 1ms been largely instrumental 

infringing the varied resource,, of our county 
practical notice 


int< 


) 


Forrest. Depot is named for him. 


West 


Moses Moore lived on the home place. Ilis wife 
was Isabella, a daughter of Thomas Campbell of High- 
l Jin( I (Vanity, and still survives her lamented husband, 
who was a person eminent for bis Christian character. 

She has her home with her son 1. Brown Moore, wh 

was recently (98-99; a member of the 

Legislature. 

The study of pioneer history is deeply inter¬ 
esting. and very beneficial when the reader traces 
the lines of descent, and duly reflects upon the contrast 
of what lias been and what is now. By doing so in¬ 
telligently, we are prepared to some extent to realize 
what is due the memory of those whose bravery, in¬ 
dustry, and selfnenial made it possible for us to have 
the comforts we now enjoy. 

As long as tho Moores retain their characteristic in¬ 
dustry, prudent economy, honesty in their dealings, 
and pious proclivities, they will be a blessing to our 

county in the future, as they have been in the past, and 
are now. 


RICHARD HILL, 

Richard Hill, whose ancestral blood courses the 
veins of a great many worthy citizens, now claims our 
special notice in this paper. It is generally believed 

>u came to this legion soon after the armies of tlieKev- 
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. wore disbanded, from North Carolina. 11o whh 
° " £ t j, e m ore distinguished of the early pioneers an 

'"coat and « vigilant defender of the forts. 
tt ^'pon his marriage with Nancy McNeel, daughter of 
t l,e venerated pioneer of the Levels, John McNeel, he 
tried on Hill's Creek, on lands lately occupied by 
4brain Hill’s family. As long as Hill's Creek Hows 
•uul murmurs his name will be perpetuated. There 
were three daughters, Elizabeth, Martha, and Marga- 
et . and seven sons. Thomas, John, Abraham, Isaac, 


William, Joel, and George. 

Elizabeth became Mrs John Bruffey, and lived on 
Bruffev's Creek. In reference to her family the fol¬ 
lowing particulars are given. Nancy Bruffey married 
Levi Hooker, from Connectciut, a dealer in clocks, and 
settled in Missouri. Eliza Bruffey became Mrs Robert 
Moore, near Edray. Late in lire her family went to 
Iowa. George P. Moore, now of Edray, is one of her 
sons. Davis and Clark were the other two, now in 
Iowa. 

Martha Bruffey married James Ewing, and lived 
some vears near Marlinton, and finally settled in Nicli- 
olas County, West Virginia. 

Margaret Bruffey married organ Anderson, now of 

Hills Creek. 

Julia Bruffey was married to William McClure, on 
JLittle Anthony g Creek. 

Larinia Bruffey married Claiborne Blaine and went 
west. 

Harriet Bruffey was married to Wesley ( ruikshank* 
and went west. 
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„ . Bruffey married Miss Mary Matts, of 

Brail ford I • ff and Mrs Ida Sarver 

Greenbrier. T. A - 


U Wt 


liis cliiltli*c‘n 


••iod Miss Lizzie Craig, and lives 


in 


Murray Brutfey mai 

Nicholas County* ,, £ 

i, Brutfey, Jr., married Maggie Hill, daughter of 

Geoiwe Hill, son of the pioneer. 

Martlm Hill was married to George Gilhlan, of 
Greenbrier County, near Falling Spring. In reference 
t0 ber family tlie following particulars are in hand: 

Richard Gillilan married Miss Mary Handley, and 
lived near Frankford. Richard's daughter, Jennie, is 


now 


Wallace Warwick 


An¬ 


other daughter, Sarah, became Mrs Stuart, and went 
west; and another daughter, 


M 


was married to 


Cyrus McClung, of Frankford. 

Margaret Hill, daughter of the pioneer, was married 

to Samuel Gillilan, brother of George Gillilan, just 

mentioned, and settled in Illinois. Her children were 

Electa, Talitha, Nancy, Lydia, John, Samuel, and 

Shadrach Chaney. Shadrach Chaney, while a mere 

hoy, was sent to mill, and was killed upon his arrival 

at the mill by another lad, who claimed to be in ahead 

of Shadrach. IIis mother's grief was inexpressible, as 
may be readily believed. 

Thomas Hill, in his day a very prominent citizen of 
ocahontas, married Anne Cackley, daughter of Va 1 - 
entiuo C'ackley, Sr., of Mill Point. T " ■ " ’ 


First lived on 


rt *ii n ~ ' - A Allot uvuu Ull 

* ™*' * nd ll “ ! " "»«r Hill.Wro, wlmrelie 

Z "Z life Tl '~ we™ five d»»gh. 

tire and three bomb: Mwha, M,„j, N „ nc) , Er J 
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vi U ifl, William, Richard, and George. 

Colonel John Hill married Elizabeth Poage, andliv- 
ear Hillsboro. When far advanced in years, he 
jerrated to Missouri, and located in Davies County. 

So many families from this region liave goue to that 

° tliat it might be called the Missouri Pocahontas. 

county , , 

In tbi^ family were seven sons and tour daughters. 
Margaret, who became Mrs Cliesly K. Moore; Nancy, 

, Mrs William McMillion); Elizabeth and Mary, who 
married in Missouri. The sons were Richard, William, 
.John, Thomas, Robert, Davis, and George. 

Abraham Hill married Sallie Burr, daughter of 
Aaron Burr, of Greenbrier County, and lived on the 
old Hill homestead. In his family were nine sons and 
one daughter. John, Richard, Thomas, George, Aa- 

roD, Joel, Doctor, Peter, William, and Rebecca. This 
daughter was first married to the late William Cackley, 
near Mill Point. She is now Mrs A. J. Overholt. 
Lee Cackley is her son, living on Stamping Creek. 

The writer remembers Abraham Hill with feelings of 
strong attachment, for many reasons. He wrote me 
several letters while I was a student at college, mani¬ 
festing great interest in my personal welfare and speak¬ 
ing words of Christian encouragement, all of which I 
reciprocated to the best of my abiiity. He came near 
sudden death while baiting for wolves with poison. A 
puff of wind blew some of the strychnine into hie face; 
he never recovered fully from the effects, though he 
survived many years. 

Isaac Hill did his wooing in the Lower Levels, and 
won the confidence and affections of Jennie Edmiston, 
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lllu l on Hill* Creek. Two sons and two daugh- 

turs compost'd liis family: Nancy, Rebecca, William^ 
ami Richard. 

William Hill, son of Richard, married Ann R ay , 
near Locust, and settled in Nicholas County. There 
were three sons and two daughters in this family; 
Elizabeth, Nancy, John, Archibald, and Joseph. 

Joel Hill, son of the'pioneer, paid a number of visits 
to Greenbrier County, and when he came home with 
his young wife, Rebecca Levisav, his friends found out 
what the attraction had been. In this family were six 
daughters and two sons. Mary Frances is now Mrs 
Sherman H. Clark; Ann Eliza was married to Oscar 
Groves, of Nicholas County; Martha was married to 
Mansfield Groves, of the same county; Melinda became 
Mrs Levi Gay, near Marlin ton, first wife; Caroline was 
married to 1). A. Peck, first wife. Her daughter is 
now Mrs Adam Young. Lucy was married to William 
Cuitv. Mrs T. A. Brutfev is another daughter. 

• % cr* 

Allen Hill was in Missouri at the breaking out of 

the War. Being suspected for cherishing Confederate 

sympathies, he was slain by over zealous Union parti¬ 
sans. 

Richard Washington Hill married Margaret Watts, 

of Greenbrier Countv, and lives on the homestead. He 

% 

served a term as Sheriff of Pocahontas County. 

_ v 

George Hill, son of Richard Hill of honored memo- 
r y % married Martha Edmistou. He was married twice. 
IG the first marriage there were four sons and a daugh¬ 
ter: Margaret, Franklin, Claiborne, Isaac, and Wil- 
bam. George Hill s second marriage was with Re- 
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beccn Ouikshanks. By this marriage there were four 
sons ami two daughters: Henrietta, Minnie, Wallace, 
Joel, Chalmers, and Sterling. 

This venerable man died early in the forties, full of 
days and greatly respected- The writer was at Colonel 
John Hill's home when he returned from the burial of 
his father, and listened for hours to his reminiscences 
of his grand old father; but alas, so much has faded 
from his memory that he would like to write. 


Richard Hill, whose family history we have just en¬ 
deavored to illustrate, with the assistance of our la¬ 
mented friend, Mrs Nancy Callison, bis worthy grand- 

t' r O 

daughter, seems to have keen endowed with a charmed 
life. It would be better to say that in the providence 
of God he bad a mission to perform, and was immortal 
until that service should be accomplished. 

The Indian brave that slew James Baker, one of the 
first schoolmasters in this region, had shrewdly plan¬ 
ned to shoot Baker in the act of crossing the fence and 


kill Richard Hill w f ith his tomahawk before he could 
be able to recross and escape to the Drennan house, 
near Levi Gavs. 

While Richard Hill was repairing his broken rake in 
tlie rye field at Edrav, near the grave yard, an Indian 
in the fallen tree top aimed repeatedly at his breast, 
and put his finger on the trigger time and again, and 
every time something seemed to restrain him. The 
Indian thought it was the Great Spirit, and seemed to 
have felt it would not do to kill a friend of the Great 
Spirit, and thus incur his anger. 
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T/jun while scouting in the mountains toward Gauley 

he WflH thrice aroused by alarming dreams, and when 
the morning dawned he discovered that an Indian had 
tried three times to steal upon him and kill him while 

he was asleep. 

There is also a tradition that a detachment of In¬ 
dians were in ambush for several days near Mr Hill's 
home on Hill’s Creek, for the special object of captur¬ 
ing or killing him, as they had come to feel there 
would be little or no use to raid this region while he 
was alive or at large- They had taken np the idea 
that the owner of such a nice house would dress much 
better than anybody else, and would not work with his 
own hands. They saw men at work in reach of their 
guns, but none of them dressed to suit their ideas as 
to how Mr Hill would be attired. It so turned out that 
Mr Hill was one of the hands, and it was his workday 

dress that beguiled the Indians and prevented liis being 
shot at or captured. 


Richard Hill was one of nature's noblemen, who re¬ 
lied more on pure, genuine character than mere super- 


ticial appearances, and therein lav the 

safety and success. A Dure ch a ,-ar- fo .. 


seer 


acter and 


et of hie 

a genteel 


“ 8 ,OVe, ‘ y ** - genteel exterior 


an impure cbnracter 


I - 1 

vah^? 6 l ° a “ eXC6pt h ™ John 


nuisance that is sim- 
nan John Crows or 
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tly claims recognition in these short and simple 


an- 


wan Michael 


nals. So far as known, the original pr< genitor of the 
Arbogasts in Pendleton and Pocahontas 
Arbogast, wlio must have been one of the original 
pioneers of what is now Highland County, in “Indian 
Times. ’’ He settled there some time previous to l75h. 
Fort Scvbelt on South Branch, about twelve miles 
northeast of Franklin, was the chief place of refuge for 
all the pioneers in that section when there was danger 
of being pillaged, slain, - or carried into captivity by 
raiding parties of Indians, led for the most part by 
Killbuck. Captain Seybert is reported to have made 
the remark, when his foit was taken in 1758, that if 
the Arbogasts bad been there lie could have held tin- 
place in spite of the Indians. 

Michael Arbogast bad seven sons: Adam, George, 
Henrv, John, Michael, David, and Peter,—the two 
last named were twins. The sons, excepting John, 
were all very powerful and stalwart in their physique, 
and were often more than two hundred pounds in 
weight. 

Adam Arbogast married Margaret (Peggy , Hull, 
daughter of Adam Hull, near Hevener’s Store in what 
is now Highland County, Ya. They came to the head 
of the Greenbrier, near Travellers Repose, in 179b, 
and settled on the place now occupied by Paul McNeel 
\ eager. Here he built up a home in the primitive 


forest, and reared his family. 


His sons were Benja¬ 


min. William. Adam, and Jacob. The daughters 
*ere ^usan. Elizabeth, Mary, Barbara, and Catherine. 
Barbara and Catherine died in 
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the soiiH, another paper was prepared, illustrating the 
history of Benjamin Arbogast’a family, whose son* 
were Solomon, Henry, Adam, John, and Benjamin, 
Jr the distinguished teacher and pulpit orator. In 
that paper there are some omissions that are supplied 


here: . 

Margaret, daughter of Benjamin Arbogast, Sr., be¬ 
came Mrs John Yeager, late of Alleghany Mountain, 
of whose family fuller particulars may be looked for in 

the Yeager Sketches. 

Mary (Folly) married Hamilton Stalnaker and lived 

in Randolph. 

Another daughter of Benjamin Arbogast became 
Mrs Henry Wade on Back Creek. In reference to her 
family the following particulars are in hand: 

Benjamin Wade was a physician and settled in Mis¬ 


souri. 

John Wade was also a physician and lives at Burns¬ 
ville, Braxton County, where Wilson Wade also lives. 

Madora Wade, now Mrs Gawyne Hamilton, lives in 
Braxton. 

Naomi Wade married Joseph Gillesoie, and also 
lives in Braxton. 


Harriet Wade became the second wife of William 
Cooper, near Green Bank. 

Delilah Wade became Mrs Joseph Wooddell, near 

Green Bank. In reference to her children are these 
particulars: 

Clark Wooddell*lives in Renick's Valley. 

Preston Wooddell, a gallant Confederate soldier, 
was slain in the battle of Winchester. 
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Warwick Wooddell was killed at the battle of Cold 
1 1 arl»< u* Aaron Wooddell was also a Confederate sol¬ 
dier. 

John Arbogast, a son of Benjamin Arbogast, Sr., 

xvas killed near Glade bill by a falling tree. Joel Ar- 
hognst, bis son, is a prosperous farmer in Kansas. 

William Arbogast, of Adam tbe pioneer, married 
Jane Tallman and lived at Green Bank. Frequent and 
fuller references to him and bis family appear in other 

papers. 

Jacob Hull Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, married 
Elizabeth Wiison Bright, of Highlrnd, and settled on 
the West Branch of tbe Upper Greenbrier, on the 
place now in possession of Colonel J. T. McGraw. 
His family consisted of four sons and three daughters. 

Margaret became Mrs Levi H. Campbell, and lives 
in Elkins. 

Eliza Jane is Mrs Adam Shuev' and lives at Fisher- 

%0 

ville, Augusta County. 

Harriet Elizabeth is now Mrs B. M. Yeager at Mar- 
1 in ton. B. M. Yeager is a widely known citizen of 
our county as a land agent, railway promoter and man¬ 
ager for tbe Pocahontas Development Company. 

Paul McNeel Arbogast married Amanda Buclier, 
ami lives on the Greenbrier not far from the homestead 
Jacob Lee Arbogast married Otcy Riley, and at the 
time of bis recent decease was a merchant at Travellers 

Repose. 

^ illiam Barton Arbogast lives at Travellers Repore. 
Jacob H. Arbogact was a man of very interesting 


personality. He was of untiring energy, and in hi 


s 
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time was an extensive dealer in wild land. His name 
frequently appears in the court records a party to some 
( ,f the most important and warmly contested land liti¬ 
gation that ever transpired at the Pocahontas bar. He 
was an ardent supporter of the Confederate cause, and 
saw service in the home guards. In the beginning of 
the war, a few days after the repulse of Pegram on 
Rich Mountain, in 1861 he refugeed with his family to 
the East and spent most of the war times in Augusta 
County. He carried but little with him, and so lost 
his household effects and- live stock along with his 
dwelling. In 1S65 he returned and began life afresh 
at the old Greenbrier homestead. But few places in 
West Virginia were more completely desolated than the 
head of Greenbrier by the ravages of war. 

Adam Arbogast, Jr., of Adam, the pioneer, first 
married Rachel Gregg, or Zebulon Gregg, and settled 
near the homestead. There was one son by this mar¬ 
riage, Napoleon Bonaparte. The second marriage was 
with Sarah McDaniel. In reference to the children of 
the second marriage the following particulars are given: 

Huldah married Paul McNeel Yeager, and lives at 
Travelers Repose. 

Eliza Arbogast became Mrs Frank McElwee and 
lives at Elkins. 

Alice Arbogast married Early Snyder and lives in 
Crabbottom. 

Rrchel became Mrs C. C. Arbogast and lives near 
Arbovale. 

Ella is now Mrs Benjamin Fleisher and lives in 

Highland. 
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Adam 


At l,» diud 111 ^ rbo g a8 t married Hodio Burner, 

The *°," iMn'Arbovttle, was a Justice of the Peace: 
lived “ w ned and is now studying medicine at ttie 

lie Inti ^ Virginia. 

I uiv0 A| . bogast , the pioneer, lived to be nearly one 

, o e recovered his second sight and 

i •/»<) years uhi* v 

i“ ,n vears‘bad no need of eye-glasses. Coming to this 
, j0I1 narly as lie did, and having grown up in the 

Tried of Indian troubles, he had many thrilling ad¬ 
ventures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 
•1 panther in an immense hemlock tree for which the 
upper Greenbrier is so celebrated. He called on John 
Veager, his nearest neighbor, for .assistance in captur¬ 
ing the dangerous animal, one of the largest of its kind- 
Jolin Veager was a famous and fearless climber of 
forest trees. A torch was procured and he began to 
climb, holding it in one hand. When he had located 
the panther, lie laid the torch on two limbs, descended 
the tree until ne could reach the rifle that Mr Arbogast 
had loaded and primed for him, He thereupon re¬ 
turned to his torch and by its light shot and killed his 
game. 

Upon one occasion the pioneer had arranged for a 


Mountain 


When 


point designated, he was disappointed in not meeting 
Ids hunter friends. He killed a bear however, and as 
it was growing late and there were signs of a coming 
Ht °r ,n , he went into shelter, and soon a hurricane oc¬ 
curred. rile next morning he sound there was not a 
standing tree anywhere near; the dog was gone, the 



12 $ - 

. , under full on timber, the K»» broken to pieces, 

lH ' ,, . r . : '*. h safe without » scratch or bruise. He had 

for an axe to chop the tree olf the hear 

cot help to bring it in. 
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and 


. ci vos those stories their interest, it all occurred 
iu8f as lie told it. Like the Father of his Country, 
\thnn Arbogast conld not and would not tell anything 

hut the truth as he saw it. 


ROBERT GAY, 

Robert Gay, Esq., the subject of this sketch, was 
one of the most prominent personalities of liis time in 
the affairs of early pioneer days. He was a native of 
Augusta County, and was brought up to manhood on 
the banks of the Calf Pasture River, between Deerfield 
and Goshen. Just before the Revolution he came to 
this region and settled first on Brown's Creek. 

His first wife was Hannah oore, daughter of Levi 
Moore, Senior, who homesteaded and settled the place 
near Frost now occupied by the family of the late Sam¬ 
uel Gibson, Esq. 

Afterwards Mr Gay located on the east bank of the 
Greenbrier, about opposite fhe mouth of Stony Creek, 
near Marl in ton. Subsequently he built a new house 
on the west bank, traces of which are yet visible at the 
Lumber lard. The timbers of this house are now in 
the dwelling occupied by Colonel Levi Gay. These 
are among the oldest specimens of hewn timber in the 
county. The tradition is that the old house now own¬ 
ed bv M. J. McNeel is the first building of hewn tim- 
ho e\er erected in the county. Here the venerable 



111 hTOk V OK 


l»OCAHONTA8 


COUNTY 



unont hiH last years. 

I >i0,UU Hini,-etl promine^ty in the organization of the 
lU , was a brave patriot, and widely known and 

° OII T'Xteeiiied. He was a special friend of Jacob 
,n r ,,C 1 * l .V's family, and pleasant relations have ever ex- 

^tl'lH'tween the descendants of the two old pioneer 
grades and attached personal friends. 

C< Mr and Mrs Robert Gay reared a worthy family of 
< x sons and three daughters. The sons were Samuel, 
George. John, Andrew, Robert, and James; the daugh¬ 
ters were Jennie, Sallie, and Agnes. 

Jennie married William Cackley, one of the most 

prominent citizens of his time, and lived many years 
near Huntersville, on the place now owned by the fain- 
ilv of the late Joseph Loury, Esq. Mr Cackley finally 
moved to Missouri, late in life. 


SaJlv became the wife of James Bridger, and for a 
• * 

long while lived at the Bridger Place, higher up the 
Greenbrier. This family went to Iowa. 

Agnes married Alexander Gillilan, and her family 
moved to Missouri. 

Samuel Gay married Alice Cackley, eldest daughter 
of Frye Cackley and Polly his wife, who came from 
near Winchester, and located ar Mill Point, about 
1778. Joseph C. Gay, on Elk, and Mrs Polly Gib¬ 
son, on Old Field Fork of Elk, are their children. 
Two of their sons, George and William, were slain 
during the War. Hannah sacrificed her life waiting 
on her sick friends and relatives during the War. Sa- 
iah Ann was the first wife of the late Jacob Waugh, of 
Stony ( reek. S. D. Waugh and Mrs A. Coombs are 
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her children- mod Susan Liglitnor, whose parents 
CicHup*' <j r “' " tnel . alll i Alcinda (Harper) Ids wife, on 

were Peter -V g son ]j ve( ] 8ev eral years in the 

Knapp's tree • occupied by F. A. Renick. 

ie moll to Iowa, and prospered. 

A T dm Way married Miss Margaret B. Clark, a lady 

from Cecil 'County, Maryland. He spent his entire 

life oil the old homestead near Marlmton. 

James Way married Miss 

the late Mrs Julia Poage, of 

_ 111 __ 


| / 1 1 i/4 A V' v» — -— 

James Way married Miss Abbie Callison, sister of 

~ " Poage"s Lane. John R. 

o„d Ouincv Poage, well known citizens, are her nepli- 


ews. 

This humble effort is put forth to perpetuate the 
.memory of a very worthy man. In peace and in war 
his country could rely upon him. He belonged to that 

pioneer citizenship of whom Washington thought in a 

dark hour when he exclaimed: “Give me but a banner 
and rear it on the mountains of West Augusta, and I 
will rally around me the men that will lift my bleeding 
country from the dust and set her free! 1 ' 

Having reared ^ very worthy family, having been 
prominent in public service in this section of Virginia, 
before and since the organization of the county of Po¬ 
cahontas, his life came to a close March 22, 1834. 
His remains were borne to the old burying ground on 

Stony Creek, near the Edray crossing, in sight of his 
home. 

Mrs Hannah Gay survived him iu widowhood more 
t mn twenty-five years. In August, 1859, on a visit 

y Bi idgtr, something happened to enrage the 
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unl upon going out to see, she was attacked by 
h l>t> , , ponId be rescued she was fatRllv 


DlHk , K j before she could be rescued she was fatally 

and died August 15, 1859, at a very advanced 
111-11111 was borne to rest at the side of her noble 

fusband, and thus passed away one of whom it was 
ratified bv many that she was one of the “best old la¬ 
dies that ever lived in her neighborhood. 1 ’ 

The writer cordially agrees with that sentiment, 
uhen he remembers how kind, and even affectionate, 


was 


them a* 

injured, 

age. s 


she was 


toward him while he was 


mere youth. 


“Keep on trying to do right, Billy,—there will be bet¬ 
ter times for you some day.” These words he fondly 
treasures in his memory, and for fifty years has seen 
and felt how wise and useful such words are. 


BENJAMIN ARBOGAST. 

This paper is composed of fragmentary notices of 
one of the early settlers of tho Glade Hill neighbor¬ 
hood. Benjamin Arbogast, Senior, the progenitor of 
a well known branch of the Arbogast relationship, set¬ 
tled early in the century near Glade Hill, on the lands 
now in possession of Cornelius Bussard, Clark Dilley, 
and others. In his home were five sons and three 
daughters: Henry, Solomon, John, Adam, Benjamin, 
Carlotta, Sally, and Delilah. 

Carlotta became Mrs Jonatlin aPotts, and lived in 
Upshur County. 

Sally became the second wife of Ralph Wanless, near 

Mt Tabor. 

Delilah was first married to Joseph Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. Her second marriage was with Freder- 
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lck . Ttl'O 801.8, wo 1 .HVO the following pai .. 

. .ntfheroil from a variety of sources: 

11 ‘“hoIuVa rbogast married Anna Warwick, on Doer 

,. lvl , k Bnd settled on a part of the homestead. Their 

„ Warwick and Newton died while young. Jamie¬ 
son married Sarah Grimes, and settled on Elk. 

Marshall A rbogast married liachel Nottingham, and 

lives in Randolph County. 

Sally A rbogast became the wife of George A rbogast 
and lives near Glade Hill. 

Margaret was married to Martin Clark Dilley, and 

lives on part of the homestead. 

A/fintn became Mrs Bud Stalnalvei, 


1 l • 


dolpli County. 

Henry Arbogast was a person of bigli natural en¬ 
dowments; was widely known in our county, and was 
greatly respected for many good qualities. He was a 
local preacher in the pale of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and “cried aloud and spared not" when de¬ 
nouncing the fashionable foibles of his times. The 
writer once heard him preach a sermon from the text: 
“Fray without ceasing." The sermon was largely tak¬ 
en up in a description of the Magic Carpet, we read 
about in the Arabian Nights Entertainment, and then 
used it as an illustration, showing that the prayerful 
soul has in prayer something far more to the purpose 
than the magic carpet ever was or could be. He was 
an enthusiast in his religious views. To him Method¬ 
ism was the chief of all the prevailing “isms,’'’—the 
<>ne “ism" that was “altogether lovely,”—and he 
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made no secret of it. 

During the war between the States he was a sincere, 
decided, but harmless sympathizer with the Union 
cause- When last seen alive lie and his neighbor Eli 
Uuzzard were in charge of a squad of persons claiming 
to be Confederate Scouts. A few days afterwards these 
two civilians were found dead near the roadside, about 
half way from their homes towards Frost. From the 
attitude in which his body was found it is inferred that 
he died in the act of prayer, heeding the text referred 

to above. 

Solomon Arbogast married Nancy Nottingham, and 
lived on part of the homestead. In reference to bis 
family the following particulars are noted: 

Allen first married a Miss Curry; his second mar¬ 
riage was with a Miss Gillespie. 

George married Sal lie Arbogast. 

Charles was a Union soldier and died in the war. 
Lizzie married Gilmer Sharp and lives near Frost. 
Mary married William Cooper, near Green Bank. 
Rachel became Mrs SamuellSutton and lives beyond 
Green Bank. 

Caroline first married the late James Ruckman; her 
second marriage was to Michael Scales, and lived near 

Mill Point. 

John Arbogast. son of Benjamin. Sr., married Mar¬ 
garet Yeager and lived near Glade Hili. He was kill¬ 
ed by a falling tree, leaving a widow and three sons. 

Adam Arbogast married Clarissa Sutton, and lived 
near Green Bank. They were the parents of five sons 
and three daughters: John, Brown, Christopher, Ben- 
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arm 


• , Hood Dorinda, now Mrs David Shears; Eliza, 

T ' l'ecnme’Mrs James Sutton; and Emma, now Mrs 
T Trace all three near Green Bank. 

When a little girl, Mrs Clarissa Arbogaat had her 
crushed in a cider mill. She was given up to die 
bv t he physician sent for from an adjoining county. 
The late Captain John McElwee, ancestor of the Mc- 
Elwee relationship in our county, had the nerve to take 
hi8 joint saw and razor and amputate the arm above 
the mortified part. The patient recovered and lived to 
rear the five sons and three daughters just named. 
What Mrs Arbogaat could not do with her good left 
arm in housekeeping was not worth doing. She died 

quite recently. 

Benjamin Arbogaat, of Benjamin, Senior, married 
Miss Gibbons, a sister of the gallant Colonel S. B. 
Gibbons, Tenth Virginia Infantry, who died May 6th, 
1862, on the McDowell battle field,—shot through the 
head the moment he reached the line of fire, leading 


his men into action. 

Benjamin Arbogast, Junior, was one of the most re¬ 
markable persons that ever lived in our county. Upon 
attaining his majority lie was appointed constable, and 
he magnified his office and worked it for all it was 
worth. He frequented the courts, and seemed to have 
been infatuated with the lawyers of loose habits and 
alcoholic propensities, and proficient in the history of 
the four kings. He aspired to the distinction of beat¬ 
ing them at their own game, for they seemed to be 

what a gentleman should be. He soon acquired bis 

coxtted distinction of being the fastest young man in 
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the county* 

about twenty-five years of age lie came under 
| jc< j„rtuence of < liarlen Bee, who taught in the family 
,,f < 'nlotwl Paul Me Noel, and there wuh kindled in our 
young O'iend’n mind an irresistible desire for a college 

lie learned the rudiments of Latin and 

or two at Academy 


education, 

algebra from Mr See, went a 

mnl thru away to Dickinson College, in Pennsylvania, 

and vyus graduated among the best in his class. In 
flu, meantimo he hud professed piety, entered the min- 
isln , and became a noted pulpit orator, and one of the 
most distinguished teachers of the high schools under 

tint auspices of the Methodist Kpiscopal church, South, 
lie died a few years since at Winchester; leaving a re¬ 
putation long lo he remembered by his denomination. 
Kocontly one of Ids surviving children, an accomplish¬ 
'd daughter visited Murlinton. 

The writer tenderly cherishes the memory of this re¬ 
markable Pocahontas man, for lie often manifested 
special friendship for me, and we have had many good 

talks together. We last mot in Winchester, in Octo¬ 
ber, IS74. lie introduced me to Norval Wilson, 
father of Bishop Wilson. 




JOHN McNEEL 

Jolm MoN eel, the ancestor of the McNeel relation¬ 
ship in our county, appears to have been the tirst to 
occupy the Little Levels by permanent settlement. He 
was a native ot Frederick (\umty, Virginia, but passed 
much of his early life ill or near ('uinberlund, Marv- 
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J Ho seems to have been fond of athletics, and 
.[ * pugilistic contest his antagonist was so badly 
knocked out as to be regarded fatally injured. To avoid 
alT est and trial for murder, he refugeed. He followed 
rho tr end of the Allcghanies. A long while was spent 

in their gloomy solitudes, and his sufferings of‘mind 

and bodv can not be even imagined by any if us. 
Finally, going deeper and deeper into the wilderness, 
lie came at last in view of the Levels, about 1765. 

As lie overlooked this section from some neighbor¬ 
ing eminence, he saw much to remind him of his native 
region. An extensive, wooded plain, bordered by 
mountain ranges of unsurpassed beauty, and very fer¬ 
tile. lie decided, as every thing looked so much like 


the old home scenery, to settle here; and chose a site 
for his cabin near the present home occupied bv Hon. 
M. J* McNeel. Traces of this cabin have been seen 
by many persons yet living, between the gate on the 
public road and his residence. If the spot could be 
identified, it would be well to mark it with a piece of 
the marble recently found in such fabulous quantities 
close by. 

Here the solitary man brooded over his supposed 
guilt, prayed with his broken heart for pardon, and 
hunted for his food, subsisting almost entirely upon 
venison and trout. One day while hunting he -met 
( hailes and Edward Kinnison, from his old home, who 
had come out here prospecting for a situation. He 
learned fioin them that the person he boxed with was 
not dead, not even seriously hurt. This was indeed 


good 


e he felt free from all 
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bloody stain, ami lie could return without fear of mo¬ 
lestation. 

John McNcel insisted upon his friends to share his 
eahin with him. Ho assisted them in making a selec¬ 
tion for a home adjoining his tract. The three then 
set out on their return to the lower Valiev of Virginia. 

While on this visit home John McNeel married Mar¬ 
tha Davis, who was born in'Wales in 1740, and soon 
after their marriage they came out to the Levels. A 
few acres were soon cleared off, and plenty to subsist 


upon was raised. 

Mr McNeel seemed deeply impressed with a sense of 

gratitude to God for bis providential care, after all liis 

wanderings and fears to permit the lines to fall to him 

in such a pleasant, wealthy place, that lie built a house 

for worship, the White Pole Church. 

In a few years the Dunmore war opened up. The 

three friends,—McNeel and two Kinnisons,—went into 

camp at Lewisburg, and joined the expedition to Point 

Pleasant, October 10, 1774. Thev survived that event- 

#' 

ful and important contest, came back, but not to re¬ 
main verv long. Thev went across the eastern moun- 

• V- » 

tains and enlisted in some company that went from 
Frederick County, served during the Revolution, and 

ir * r i ■ ! q I 

then took up the peaceful tenor of their lives where 
they had left off. There is a pathetic tradition that 

while Mr McNeel was absent to Point Pleasant a child 

was born and died before bis return. The mother with 
her own hands prepared the coffin and the grave, and 
buried it. Thev reared five children, two sous and 
tin *ee daughters. 
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“’ . • . ,,,,,,-rieil John Jordan, and lived near Locust 

M |'«r'is now known as the Jordan Place, owned by 
" ,i v, .1 They reared three daughters and five 

[ ala iic iVlCiNCCI. x .iii T . 

_4.;,^ in the .John .lorclnit 


^'Naticy McNeel, second daughter of the pioneer, 
married Richard Hill* 

Martha, the pioneer’s third daughter, married Griffin 
Evans, moved west and settled on the Miami River. 

Our' venerable pioneer reared two sons, Abram and 

Isaac. 

Abram first married a Miss Lamb. Her brother, 
William Lamb, was greatly esteemed by Abram Mc¬ 
Neel. and be named his 'son for him. William Lamb 
was an expert Artisan. The late Captain McNeel had 
a clock made by this person that was one of the most 
elegant specimens of its kind to be found anywhere. 
There was one daughter, Elizabeth, who was married 
to William Hanna, of Greenbrier County. 

Abram McNeel's second wife was Miss Bridger, rel¬ 
ative of the slain Bridger Brothers. By this marriage 
there were three sons, Washington, who died in youth; 
John: and Abram, who went w r e$t. The daughters of 
this second marriage were Margaret, who married the 
late William Beard of Renick 's Valiev., and she has 
been dead but a short while. 

Martha married Bayliss Butcher, and went west. 

One of her sons practiced medicine in our county a few* 
years since, Dr F. Butcher. 

Miriam, another daughter, married Christopher 
Beaid, and her son Dr Beard is a prominent physician 
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in Lowisburg. 

Nancy McNeel married James Rankin, and lived on 
the Greenbrier at the mouth of Locust. 

Man was a lifelong invalid, and never married. 

Abram McNeel’s third wife was Magdalen Kelly, of 

Monroe County. At tlie time of their marriage she 
was the widow Ilavnes. Rev James Haynes is a 
grandson of her first husband. The children of this 
third marriage were Henry Washington and William 

Lamb. 

Henrv Washington lias lived mostly in the west, and 
has led a busy life for many years, and is there now. 

Captain William Lamb McNeel, lately deceased, 
lived on the old homestead. He held many positions 
of trust, and met the expectations of his most admir¬ 
ing friends, in the camp, the legislature, and in busi¬ 
ness affairs. 

Isaac McNeel, the other sou of the pioneer, settled 

upon lands now held by the family of the late Jacob 

McNeel, M. J. McNeel, W. T. Beard, and C. E. 

Hoard. His tirst wife was Rachel McKeever. By this 

% 

marriage there were four sons, Paul, John. Richard, 
and Isaac. The daughters were Hannah, Martha. Nan¬ 
cy, and Rachel. 

Hannah married Benjamin Wallace, of Bath County 
N irginia. L>r Matt Wallace. an emiuent physician at 
Mi; 1 Poiut. lately deceased, was her son. Her daugh- 

W J ^ r 

ter. Rachel, became Mrs William Hefner, a prominent 
e.tuen of Braxton County. Her other daughter Eliza- 

married Christopher Jordan. 

Martha McNeel married Dark! Hei ne, of Nicholas 
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the third daughter, married William (’. lVien 

l uttl0 f ilnttonsvillo, Randolph County. 

Rachel McNeel married Jacob Crouch, ol Rimlolph 

('ouutv. . 

In reference to tlu 4 sous nf the first marriage it will 
he remembered tlmt Colonel Paul McNeel was mm «»f 

tin* most widely known citizens of his tiny. 

John McNccl's sons are Isaac McNccl ami lion. M. 

,). McNeel, of the Levels. 

Richard McNecTs daughter, Mary, is the wifeof W. 

T. Heard, whose sons, Edgar and Lee, are well known. 
Isaac McNeel served as Sheriff a number of years, 

and went west. 

Hv his second marriage, Isaac McNeel, son of .John, 
the pioneer, to Ann Seyhert, daughter of Jacob Sey- 
bert, moutli of Stamping ('reek, there wore two sons, 
Jacob and Samuel Ellis. The hitler died a soldier in 
the war. 

The (laughters of the second marriage were Cather¬ 
ine, who became the wife of Charles Wade, of Green 

Hill, Virginia; Elizabeth married Jacob Sharp, near 
Ed ray; Miriam married Joseph Meriting, of Nicholas 
Comity; Magdalen married l>r Robert, Williams, of 
Hath, Virginia. 

This brings the chronicles of the venerable pioneer's 

family down within the memory and observation of the 

1 • 

living. IIis life was of no ordinary interest. IIis 

1 / 

righteous memory should be in everlasting remem 
brance. He was the first, to “wail with judicious care" 
amid these mountains the livmns sung by bis ancestry 
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*J fll<* IIIOOl'H of Scot loiltl, tin* lll< I) of 1 !l<* IIIUMH llllgH. 

* "liiif very little, if any of the lands he preempted lias 
.,| (11 jt of the possession of the relnl ionship, now in 

UleHiird and fourth generation, a very remarkable eir- 
Mfjmee in the history of Ameriean families. 


Julm A. McNael, a great grandson, furnishes the 

following data: 

knowledge I have of my great-grandfather is 
purely traditional, hut with one link of tradition, and 

that one my father, the late Paul McNael, of Poeahon- 
fas County. John McNeel, Senior, was born in the 

year 1745, and was SO years old when he died, his 
death occurring in l«S2. r >. Paul McNeel was born with 
in sight of his grandfather's house, in tin* year IKOM. 
He was consequently 22 years of age* tit his grand 
father's death. There was an intimacy between these 
two people, as 1 have* often learned from my father, 
that was only ended by the death of the older McNeel. 


‘‘Paid McNeel was taken tit an early age to live with 
his grandparents. I have heard him relate tin incident 
to fix his very earliest recollections of his grandparents 
which was this: His giandmother had given him a 
piece of wheat bread and butter, (quite a luxury then), 
and set the little hoy down to eat it. When left; alone 


a largo tomcat came* u]> to divide the hoy's meal. 


A 


light followed, and the hoy threw tin* cat in the fire. 

If 

where there happened to he a bed of coals. Tin* coals 
>tuck to the cat s fur, the cat ran and screamed until 
the hoy was neared out of Ids wits. lie too ran home 

tU% could. This occurred when Paul McNeel 
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WHS six years old, in the old house in the rear of M. J. 

MoNeel's residence. 

**As I say, Paul McNeel at a tender age became an 
inmate of his grandparent's home, and to a great de- 
g ree received his early training from them. The death 
of his mother, Mrs Rachel McNeel, occurred in 1818, 
when he was only 15 years old, rendered his depend¬ 
ence on his grandparents the more necessary. There 
is a field belonging to the estate of the late Jacob Mc¬ 
Neel that my father has frequently in passing pointed 
out to me, which he and his grandfather planted in 
corn (they doing the dropping) in 1825; and in con¬ 
nection lie told how active of body and sound of mind 
his grandfather was at eighty, and soon after this the 
old gentleman was seized with pneumonia and diod. 

4k I have related these two incidents—the beginning 
and ending of the acquaintance of these two people— 
to show you how thoroughly I have been taught, botji 
by “legend and lay,” to know and revere the charac¬ 
ter of the venerable pioneer. The exact spots where 
the “White Pole Church” and the “First Camp” were 
built have been pointed out to me; and, as you suggest 
both should bo marked by a slab of the marble that is 
found in such abundance close by. 

“Martha Davis, the wife of this gentleman, was a 
Welch girl, a Calvinistic Methodist, born in the year 
1742, being therefore several years older than her hus¬ 
band. She survived him five years, being 8S years 
old at the time of her death. You speak of the death 
of her child during the absence of her husband to Point 
Pleasant. Of this 1 have frequently hoard, and that 
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own bands prepared the body of her child 
sl»' "" ' | (lie first burial rites ever performed at 

‘““'lES graveyard. 

f ,,e another matter tins lady was the first to 

rThpre w«d 

nd for which her name deserves to be kept in dear 
‘.'jnembranee, and by this latter act to the living gen- 

,el1 . . „i,o ]i•!s «et an example of the highest Christian 


oration she has set 


n 

with her 


to her new 


character : and that was to bring 
mountain home as a part of her dowry, a Bible printed 

*d the Welsh dialect. A noble exemplar! This is* the 
first Bible that there is any record of having ever been 
brought to the waters of the Greenbrier. 

“The date fixed by you as the time when John Me- 

/ • 

Xeel, Senior, arrived in the Levels, 1765, is correct. 
He was then in his 20th year, and now when we reflect 
that this was the year succeeding when the Indians had 
made the most fearful massacre of the white people in 
the Valley of Virginia, and the the Ohio River Valley 
was an unbroken wilderness, we wonder at the adven¬ 
turous spirit of this remarkable man. 

Of the traditional history that I have heard of him 


i % 


• # 


the thing that impressed me most of all was his won¬ 
derful sincerity of character and strength of purpose in 
his daily life. This feature of his character bad a pow¬ 
erful influence on bis grandson, Paul McNeel, and 
contributed in no small degree to his success in after 
life. And in conclusion I will say that during the 27 
years it was my pleasure to know my father, I never 
heard him mention the name of John MeNeel, Senior, 
hut with the words of praise upon his lips. And the 
deep hold that Methodism lias held in the Levels of 
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PocnliontiiH for tho last hundred yearn can be explained 
wlicii I say that the mai and woman who built tl K 

“White Pole Church” laid the foundation of the Meth 
odist Chuivli; and let uh trust that the influence of thi* 
humble Christian man and woman will descend from 
generation to generation, and like the miutle of Elijali 
prove a blessing on whomsoever it may fall.” 


JOHN SLAVEN. 

One of the notable families in our local annals was 
the Slaven relationship, whose ancestor was John 
Slaven, who came from Tyrone, Ireland, about the 
middle of the previous century. He first settled in 
Rockingham County, and then came to what is now 
Highl and County, Virginia, and located permanently 
at Meadow Dale, on property now held by Stuart 
Slaven and James Flesher. His wife was a Miss Stuart. 
Traces <>f the old home are still to he seen near James 
Flesher’s residence, who is a descendant by the fifth 


remove. 


In reference to John Slavon's sons, we learn that 
Henry and Reuben went to Ohio and settled in the 
famous Scioto Valley. Daniel Slaven located his home 
on Clinch River, Tennessee. Isaiah Slaven married 
Martha Stuart and went to Montgomery County, Ky. 
in 171*2, about the time that State came inte the union, 

and settled at Mount Sterling, 
in Smith County, Tennessee. 


William 


Stuart Slaven remained on the homestead. His 
whs a Miss Sohnaton, a daughter of Jesse Johnston. 


